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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. May and W~ar Servtee Homes

Applications.
Mr. MAY: I desire to make a personal

explanation. On the 30th June, as re-
corded at page 175 of "Hansard," I made

a statement that applications for war ser-
vice homes were being held up for a period
of 12 months before being proceeded with.
The member for Mt. Lawley said that
statement was incorrect, and asked mae to
confirm it. The confirmation is contained
in the following letter, dated the 18th June,
1954, and numbered J2119316:-

Dear Mr. May,
re Mr, R. Hargreaves, Prinsep

Street, North Collie.
I have pleasure in advising that the

application submitted by the above-
named for assistance under the pro-
visions of the War Service Homes Act
has been admitted.

His application will be recorded and
will be dealt with in accordance with
Government policy. It is expected that
his turn will be reached by approxi-
mately June, 1955; but this cannot he
regarded as a commitment in that, in
addition to other considerations, it
depends on the number of applicants
with higher claims who withdrew their
applications in the meantime.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) H. V. TELFER,

Secretary.

QUESTIONS.

HOSPITALS.
(a) AS to Cost of Government

Institutions.
Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Health:
(1) What was the cost to the State of

conducting Government hospitals in the
country districts for the following financial
years:-

Year ended the 20th June, 1950;
year ended the 30th June, 1951;
year ended the 30th June. 1952;
year ended the 30th June, 1953;
year ended the 30th June, 1954?

(2) What was the cost of conducting
Government hospitals in the metropolitan
area during the same years?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Year ended .the-

30th June, 1950 .... .... 271,074
30th June, 1951 .... .... 312,511
30th June, 1952 .... .. 447,822
30th June, 1953 .... ... 456,541
30th June, 1954 .... .... 446,971

(2) Year ended the-

30thJun, 190 ... 5,82
30th June, 1950 .... .... 53,89

30th June, 1952 ... .... 111,595
30th June, 1953 1.. ... 126,890
30th June, 1954 .... .... iDVIUL
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(b) As to State Subsidies to Commnittee
Insttitutions.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Health:

What was the total amount of sub-
sidies paid from State funds to committee
controlled hospitals during the following
financial years:-

Year ended the 30th June, 1950;
Year ended the 30th June, 1951;
year ended the 30th June, 1952;
year ended the 30th June, 1953;
year ended the 30th June, 1954?

The MINISTER replied:
The subsidies paid to country committee

hospitals were:-
Year ended the- f

30th June, 1950 .... .... 186,210
30th June, 1951 .... .... 213,926
30th June, 1952 .... ... 286,223
30th June, 1953 .. ... 240,560
30th June, 1954 . ... ... 254,620

AGRICULTURE.
As to Details of Dairying Industry.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Would he inform the House of the
manner in which the Dairy Industry In-
vestigation Committee is constituted and
name the present personnel of this com-
mittee?

(2) Would he tell the House the extent
to which the average cost of production
of butterfat in Western Australia exceeds
the Commonwealth average?

(3) Are there any other factors in the
method of assessing the cast of produc-
tion which might work to the disadvantage
of Western Australian butterfat producers?

(4) What is the average size herd on
a Western Australian butterfat dairy
f arm?

(5) What is the average size herd on
butterfat dairy farms in Australia?

(6) Does he agree that the general con-
clusion that might be drawn from the
remarks of the member for Leederville
during the Address-in-reply debate
("Hansard" page 85, col. 2) that dairy
farmers in Western Australia can absorb
additional costs of production, is well
founded?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Dairy Industry Investigation

Committee is appointed by the Common-
wealth Government to advise it regard-
ing various aspects of the industry, par-
ticularly in respect of costs and prices.

The present committee is comprised of
Messrs. A. Fitzgerald, J, P. Norton and H.
Clark.

(2) The Dairy Industry investigation
Committee, reporting to the Minister for
Commerce and Agriculture on the 15th

July, 1953, recommended that "a new
survey of the industry be made to collect
data which would serve both as a basis
for assessment of costs and to initiate
action to increase net incomes of high
cost producers by cost reduction or in-
creased productivity." This survey has
been carried out. However, the reports
are not yet available and therefore the
information regarding comparative levels
of cost of production is not available.

(3) No answer can be given without
a study of the method of assessment of
final costs and the management data col-
lected in the survey, as this information
in not yet available. I

(4) Different answers to this question
can be given depending on the interpreta-
tion of what is a butterfat producing
farm. In the South-West Statistical Dis-
trict No. 1 there were, at the 31st March,
1953, 113,887 cows and 5,602 farms with
dairy cows, i.e. 20.3 cows per farm. How-
ever, many of these farms have very few
cows and although they are producing
butterfat, they cannot be considered com-
mercial producers. There is no basis for
segregating those who may be considered
commercial producers from those who
are not.

(5) It i~s even more difficult to reply
to this question for Australia.

(6) 1 have been unable to conclude from
a perusal of the remarks made by the
member for Leederville that he implied
further costs could* be absorbed by the
dairying industry.

MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIRS.
As to Slaughtering Charges.

Mr. N'ALDER asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) What are the new killing charges
at the Midland Junction Abattoirs for
cattle, calves, sheep, lambs and pigs?

(2) What were the charges prior to the
introduction of the chain system?

(3) What do the killing charges amount
to per lb. on an average weight animal as
above?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) See schedule in "Government Gaz-

ette" No. 31 of the 25th June, page 1151.
(a) Cattle.

Dressed Weight Per Head
From 201-249 lb...25s. Od.
From 250-400 lb . .. 3s. ad.
From 401-600 lb ... 35s. ad.
Over 600 lb..... .... 40s. Od.
Over 600 lb. .... .... 40s. Od.

(b) Calves.
D-ressed Weight Per Head

Up to 100 lb ..... .... 7s. 6d.
Prom 101-150 lb . l...1s. Od.
From 151-200 lb ... 21s, Od.

(c) Sheep
Per Head

4s. Od.
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(d) Lambs....
(e) Pigs

Dressed Weight
Up to 110 lb. . ..
From 111-179 lb.
Over 179 lb....

Extra Charges
Bulls and stags ...
Rains and ram lambs

(2) No killing charges were n
to the take-over at Midland Ju

(3) In the case of cattle, C
pigs, an accurate figure is difficul
due to the fact that the Proi
total kill in each weight range
to the schedule quoted in reply
tion No. (1) is not known. For the
weights, however, the charge per
be:-

Per Head
Cattle 4701b.
Calves 95 lb.
Sheep 42 lb.
Lambs 30 lb.
Pigs 125 lb.

... 35s.
- Vs7.
-- 4s.

3s.
us.

Oi
6'
0i
6'
0a

DRAINAGE.
As to Legislation for Compre

Scheme.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the X
Works:

What progress has been made
preparation of legislation coverin
posed comprehensive drainage sc

The MINISTER replied:
Proposed legislation is in the

the Crown Law Department for
ing of a Bill.

CAUSEWAY.
As to Cost and Additional

Hon. D. BRAND asked the M
Works:

(1) What is the estimated tol
the Causeway and its approach
ing roundabouts?

(2) In the event of a decisioi
another major crossing of the
he consider calling tenders-w
outside the Commonwealth-
work?

The MINISTER replied:

(I) £841,000.
(2) The calling of tenders wi

sidered.

GRAPES EXPORTED
As to Trade Commissioner's

Mr. JAMIESON asked the M
Agriculture:

Per Head Would he lay on the Table of the House
3s. 6d. the departmental file containing the Com-

monwealth Trade Commissioner's report
Per Head on the consignments of grapes exported

9,O, from this State last season?

11Is. Gd. The MINISTER replied:
13s. Cd. Yes.

EDUCATION.
9s. Od 9d (a) As to Site for High School, Eusselton.

lade prior Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Educa-
netion. tion:

concerning the closing down of the
ilves, and Commonwealth aerodroine at Busselton,
It to quote will he give consideration to the fact that
3ortion -of this is a suitable site f or a high school,
according having in mind that the Education De-
to Ques- partmnent intends to erect a. third year
following high school at Busselton and has not as
lb. would yet selected a suitable site for this school?

Per lb. The MINISTER replied:
d.= .89d. The School Sites Committee has already
d.= .946d. given consideration to the aerodrome at
d.=1.14d. Eusselton as a high school site but for
d.=1.2d. various reasons has considered it unsuit-
d."'1.056d. able.

(b) As to Erection of New High School,
Fremantle.

Piensive Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister
for Education:

nister for (1) Has there been any revision of the
plans and schedule for the erection of a

with the new Fremantle high school?
g the pro- (2) Is it considered that there is a need
,henie? for such revision?

(3) Is the schedule for the construction
hands of of the high school proceeding according

the draf t- to plan?
(4) Is the new high school to be co-

educational in character?
The MINISTER replied:

Bridge. (1) and (2) No. Plans are at present

mnister for in course of preparation.
(3) Yes.

tal cost of (4) Yes.
35, nold- (c) As to, Ministers' Statements and

Premier's Attitude.
a to build Mr. HUTCHINSON (without notice)
river, will akdtePeir
ithin and akdtePeir
-for this (1) In the Press report published in

"The West Australian" of the 10th July.
1.954, headed "Union Joins Attack on
Teachers' Pay," wherein the Present Min-
ister for Education, in answer to a ques-
tion, is reported as having said that in

11 be con- future Public Service Appeal Board
decisions regarding teachers will be ob-
served by his Government, and the state-
ment of the Minister for Police when ad-

Report. dressing the Police Union Conference on
Report, the 11th May, which says: "Put briefly,

inister for the Government's policy is that what its
employees hold they shall at ]ea~st keen,"1

391
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and the statement following a little later
which says, "You need have no fear that
the department will be permitted by way
of claim or counterclaim to worsen your
conditions by reducing wages, hours or
holidays," is it not a fact that these state-
ments directly contradict the Deputy Pre-
mier's action, taken when Minister
for Education, in withdrawing women
teachers' long service increments, because
this action, in one fell swoop--

(a) defied and reversed a 1951 Public
Service Appeal Board decision;

(b) worsened women teachers' con-
ditions by reducing their pay;

(c) took away from Government em-
ployees that which they had held?

(2) With which of the two diametrically
opposed views, as expressed in statements
by the Minister for Education and the
Minister for Police, as against the words
and actions of the Deputy Premier, does
he agree?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) The Deputy Premier will

make his attitude on this matter clear
in a speech which he proposes to make
during today's sitting as his contribution
to the Address-in-reply debate. I under-
stand that during his speech the Deputy
Premier will, in one fell swoop, prove that
the hon member has indulged in a con-
siderable amount of misrepresentation in
dealing with allowances to female teachers.

(d) As to observance of Appeal Board
Decision.

Mr. HUTCHINSON (without notice)
asked the Premier:

How does he reconcile the statement of
the present Minister for Education that, in
future, Public Service Appeal Board
decisions regarding teachers will be ob-
served by his Government, with his sup-
port of the Deputy Premier who insists
that he was correct in reversing an appeal
board decision which had granted long
service increments to women teachers?

The PREMIER replied:
The hon. member's question is based on

an assertion that is not correct.

(e) As to Correctness of Assertion.
Mr. HUTCHINSON (without notice)

asked the Premier:
Which particular assertion in my last

question is the incorrect one?

The PREMIER replied:
I would point out that I have not sup-

ported or opposed the Deputy Premier who
insists, according to the member for Cottes-
boe, that he was correct in reversing an
appeal board decision. At no time have I
taken sides in this argument.

Mr. Hutchinson- But he is your deputy
leader.

The PREhUER: The member for Green-
ough is the hon. member's deputy leader,
but I do not see what bearing that has on
the question.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are responsible for
any action he takes.

The PREMIER: Am I? I think that is
another assertion which is not altogether
correct.

Mr. Hutchinson: I should have said, any
political action he takes,

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I think he is
very near the mark there, you know.

The PREMIER: I have not studied this
problem at all-

Mr. Hutchinson: You have had plenty
of time.

The PREMIER :-beeause I understand
it is the subject of an appeal by the Teach-
ers' Union on the teachers' behalf to a
speicially constituted tribunal. In all the
circumstances, it seems to me that it should
take its course in that direction.

(f) As to Necessity for Appeal.
Mr. HUTCHINSON (without notice)

asked the Premier:
Is- the Premier aware that the appeal

to this specially constituted tribunal ap-
Pears to be a little unnecessary in view of
the fact that the Public Service Appeal
Board granted the long-service increments
to teachers in 1951?

The PREMIER replied:
I think, in all the circumstances, the

appeal is necessary.
Mr. Hutchinson: Yes, it is, because of the

action of the Deputy Premier.
The PREMIER: He will argue that in a

moment.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Machine for Combating Bush

Re growth.
Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Agri-

culture:
(1) Is it a fact that regrowth of

eucalypts and scrub is a very serious prob-
lem on the war service land settlement
farms in the Mt. Many Peaks and Rocky
Gully districts?

(2) is there any satisfactory method of
dealing with this problem at present?

(3) Has he heard of the Arthur rotary
slasher, which, when fitted to an ordinary
farm tractor, is claimed to successfully
handle this type of regrowth at the rate of
seven acres per hour?

(4) Will he endeavour to secure one of
these machines with the object of testing
its capabilities in the areas referred to?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Regrowth of eucalypts and scrub is

a problem wherever similar country is be-
ing developed.
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(2) Use of special rollers, burning, and
cultivation are giving satisfactory results.

(3) No.
(4) The Land Settlement Board is in-

quiring into a rotary flail reported to be in
use in South Australia, also a rotary cutter
in the United States of America. Similar
inquiries will be made regarding the Arthur
rotary slasher, if the hon. member will
supply further information.

WATER SUPPLIES.
ea) As to Area to be Served, Ka~amnunda.
Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Water

Supplies:
(1) Has a recent check survey been made

or the area to be supplied by the Kala-
munda water supply?

(2) If so, has there been any significant
increase in the number of houses and their
annual rental value?

(3) What is the percentage increase in
these figures?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In the area to be supplied, the houses

have increased from 532 In September,
1947, to 814 in May. 1954. Rental values
of properties have not been checked re-
cently.

(3) Houses increased 53 per cent. in last
6* years. Rental value increases not as-
sessed.

(b) As to Levels of Weirs.
Mr. MOR (without notice) asked the

Minister for Water Supplies:
(1) Can he inform mle what is the pres-

ent water level in-
(a) Mundaring Weir;
(b) Canning Weir;

(2) How do the respective water levels
this year compare with the levels in the
two weirs 12 months ago?

The MINISTER replied:
The hon. member was good enough to

tell me earlier that he intended to ask
these questions, so I had an opportunity to
obtain the information. The replies are as
follows:-

(1) and (2) The position at Mundaring
Weir is that at 8 am. today there was in
storage 6,825.000,000 gallons and the height
of the water below the overflow was 22ft.
6* ins. At this date last year the water in
storage was 6,820,000,000 gallons and the
height of the water below the overflow was
22ft. 6* in. With regard to Canning Dam.
which has a capacity of 20,550,000,000
gallons, the water storage on the 13th July
last year was 14,680,000,000 gallons and the
height of the water below the overflow was
l9ft. 51in. Today, up to 8 a.m., the
w,,,atincfntronnge O12,72iV 0 f0,9 gallons,
and the height f the water below the over-
flow was 27ft. loin.

[251

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Bus Seats, Perth-Hopetoun

Service.
Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for

Railways:
Will he arrange for investigations to bli

made by the railway road services section
into what cost would be involved in sub-
stituting aircraft type seats for the present
seating in buses used on the Perth to
Hopetoun route, in view of the long dis-
tance and time taken for the trip?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

Inquiries have been made and. it has
been ascertained that the cost of a double
seat of this type is £70. The cast of fitting
out the Hopetoun bus would be £350. plus
the cost of installation.

(b) As to Freight on Super and Wheat.
Mr. ACKLAND) asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) What was the freight charged on

superphosphate on the 23rd February, 1953,
for-

100
150
200
250

miles;
miles;
miles;
miles?

(2) What was the freight charged on
wheat on the 23rd February, 1953, for-

100 miles;
150 miles;
200 miles;
250 miles?

(3) What is the freight charged on super-
phosphate at present for-

100 miles:
150 miles;
200 miles;
250 miles?

(4) What is the
at present f or-

100 miles:
150 miles;
200 miles;
250 miles?

freight charged on wheat

(6) What is the percentage increase in
freight on-

(a) super;
(b) wheat?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

(1) and 'I)-

Distance
Miles.

100 ..
150 .
200 ..
250 ..

Wheat
and Super

per ton.
s. d.

.... .... 24 9
40 11i

.... .... .... 33 1
... 37 3

393
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(3) and (4) -
100 33 5
150 ... 39 0
200 44 8
250 ... 50 3

Is has to be borne in mind that railway
rates vary with the length of haul and,
therefore, the impact of the tariff on the
wheatgrower is best measured by the
charge which was actually made per ton
mile. Relative figures for 1953 and to date
were:-

Wheat 2.36d. in 1953 and 2.83 in 1954.
subject to audit (average earnings).

Super 2,17d. in 1953 and 2.92d. in 1954,
subject to audit (average earnings).

(5) Thirty-five per cent. was the "M"
class tariff variation, but the classification
had been adjusted in 1951.

(c) As to Metro politan Passenger Service
and Fares.

Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) What, if any, increase has been
made in passenger fares in the metropoli-
tan area from the 23rd February, 1953. to
the present time?

(2) How many passenger trains were
running in the metropolitan area at the
23rd February, 1953?

(3) How many passenger trains are run-
ning in the metropolitan area at present?

(4) Does the revenue received from the
mnetropolitan passenger train service jus-
tify this increase of passenger train ser-
vice?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

(1) There have been no increases in pas-
senger fares in the metropolitan area since
the 23rd February, 1953, but a short time
previously-on the 6th October, 1952-sub-
urban fares had been singled out for
special increases at a time when all other
freights and fares remained constant.

(2) One hundred and fifty-nine.
(3) One hundred and seventy-nine.
(4) Yes.

(dt) As to Passenger Miles, Pert h-Merredin
Service.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Railways:

What is the passenger miles to potential
percentage for the Perth to Merredin route
for rail passenger trains, either diesel or
steam, running between Perth and Merre-
din and excluding any trains running to
beyond Merredin for the last year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

The Perth-Merredin passenger service is
operated by diesel-electric units, for which
the details Sought are not recorded. How-
ever, departmental passenger returns are
being examined with aL view to supplying
the hon. member with such information as
can be ascertained.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Commission Homes for Evictees.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Housing:

How many families who were evicted by
order of the court were housed by the
State Housing Commission in each of the
weeks since the 1st January of this year?

The MINISTER replied:
Families evicted by court order housed

week by week from the 1st January, 1954,
were:-

Week ending the 2nd January, 5; 9th
January, 3; 16th January, 1; 23rd January,
10; 30th January, 1; 6th February, 10; 13th
February, 10; 20th February, 7; 27th Feb-
ruary, 14; 6th March, 14; 13th March, 9;
20th March, 5; 27th March, 12; 2nd April,
10; 10th April, 10; 17th April, 6; 24th
April, 4; 1st May, 9; 8th May, 12; 15th
May, 5; 22nd May, 2; 29th May, 6; 5th
June, 9; 12th June, 1; 19th June, 2; 26th
June,' 12; 3rd July, 11.

In addition to the above, there were 57
families granted accommodation from the
5th June to the 3rd July as evictees by
virtue of the fact that they were in receipt
of valid notices to quit (including some
who had received court summonses) which
would have resulted in eviction had they
been allowed to go to court.

These families were allocated accommo-
dation either because their turn had been
reached by virtue of date of application or
had been treated as emergent cases.
Families of this nature were housed as
follows:-

Week ending the 5th June, IS-, 12th
June, 16; 19th June, 13; 26th June, 5; 3rd
July, 7.

(b) As to Details of Evietee Families.

Mr. WILD asked the minister for Hous-
ing:

In connection with people housed by the
State Housing Commission, following evic-
tion by court order during June, 1954--

(1) What were their names and ad-
dresses prior to eviction?

(2) The number, sex and age of chil-
dren in each family?

(3) The approximate weekly income
being received by each family?

(4) The date they first applied to the
State Housing Commission for a
Commonwealth-State rental or
war service home?

394
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The AUMflTEfl replied:

Name and Addr,..

Children.

N. Sex.

M. IF.

Approximate Weekly Income
Ages. (from appliction form

Agesor interview).

B.La P ord, OS Stuart Street,

K. O 0.(rifn 42 Chuster Street,
Fremsantle

R. 1. Templeton, reare 63 Quarry
Street, Freenantle

H. V. Potger, 51 Murray Street,
Easaalr

A. P. Powell, 49 Bellevuse Terrace,
Freman tle

J. Siddons, 9 Egina Street, Mt.
Hawthorn

H1. 0. Clayden, 24 Boawke Street,
North Perth

J. F. Tonkin, 97 Rubble Street,
Freman tle

B. Blackman, 206 South Street,
Beacons field

E. 3. Mapsione, 61 Daley Street,
South Fremnantle

T. Clarke, 15 Salisbury Avenue,
Soueth Perth

S. H. Clarke, 47 Wasley Street,
North Perth

3. E. O'Byrne, 347 thong Road
Kewrdale

Rt. Capron, 3 Raleigh Street,
Bayswater

W. S. McLachlan, 3 Cnnmbridge
Street, Maylands

W. S. Moody, 30 Subiaco Road,
Subteen

W. Rt. Goddard, 80 Gloster
Street, Subtaen
EJ . Voak, 102 Walter Road,
Inglewood

R, C. Christesen, 16 eat Parade,
Mt: Uawdey

P. Tombolii, 22 Colle Street,
Fremuantle

H. J. MacPherson, 55 Hove.
Terrace, South Perth

N. H. Holland, 76 Hampton Road,
East Fremsantle

H. V. Leahy, 188 Nicholson Road.
Subiaco,

J. H. Cowell, 77 Mostaster Street,
Victoria Park

W. E. Black, 3 Scarborough
Beach Road, North Perth

J. B. Ryan, 15 Russell Street,
Fremantle

0. Manner, 35 Oreshame Street,
Victoria Park

H. A. Mather, 1028 Wellington
Street, West Perth

H. 0. Andrews, 43 Northwood
Street. Leedervile

A. L. Wilson, 19 Holland Street,
Frenman tle

A. Mcteod, 25 Samson Street,
Beacondfield

07. Mn]co, 78 Olyde Street, East
Fremsan tle

3. I. Harris, ERtIwevs property.
57 Scaddon Street, 'Bassendean

L. M1 tMcKile, 57 Scasldon
Street, Basendan

H. McAnssit 22 Caxton Road,
Claeont

10, 12, 151 years

9 years... ..

28 years.

8 months and 8
years

5, 7, 11 years

7. 11, 6, 9 years.

30 and 11 years_

6, 9, 7, 11 years .

2 and 41 yeause..

3, 8, 14 years ..

18 and 161 years

15 ad 13 years
7 and S years

(nephews)14, 16, 8, 11 years

18 years.. . ..

15, 18 and 20 yeas.

2, 5,10, 7year..

11 months ..

6, 8 years ..

12, 10, 8 years ..

28, 25 years
6 yeaurs(graadchlld)
17, 19 years,

6, 9, 3, 14, 16 years

2, 9 years

9 years.
Invalid sister

(Adult)
8, 8, 16 years ..

0, 21, 16 years ..

15, 164, 10, 18, 21
years

9, 12 years

10, 12 years

15, 21 yeats

34, 40 yeats

3.6 years

3year, 8 months

10. 9 years

£17 per week 25-11-53

£12 per week In 1052 ,,. 22-"-2

Husband and wifeV£ perwseek 8-5-54

£10 7s. 3d. gross per Lornlght 20-2-50
in 1950

Not stated but allon wire 4-4-54
£14 per week

£18 per week 16_3-54

£12 per week S-3-SI

£16 per week ... . 2--5

Not stated but paid tax on 26-1-53
£,1,003 for financial year
1951-52

£850 per year In January. 1954 21-1-M!

£13 3s. ad. per week .... 6-1-53

12-12-51Busic wage plus £1, pius 10% IOSR.H.)
war pension 13-2-51

S(W.S.1{.
£14 per week ... 26-9-50

Approximately £10 per week (....
10-9-51

£12 189, ad. per week ; War 3-6-64
Pension £2 12s. 8d. per
fortnight ; children's earn-
logs not known

Basic Wage plus 356. Child 19-12-4&
Endowment

£18 69. per week In December, 8-12-53
1053

£5 pr week plus £3 per month 5-8-53:
(gild Endowmnent

£2 10s. lid. over the basic wage; 28-7-n3
children's earnings not
known

£14 5s. Gd. at time or eviction 5-$-64

Husbeand, £1l 10s, per week 13-5-52
son, £2 l5s, per week
daughtecr, £0 Is. per week
pension, £1 l~s. 9d. per
week, in May, 1052

Husband, £15 per week; 45-54
daugbter, 15 years, £4 16s.
daughter, 14 years, £3 On.

£15 us. per week.........22-&-54

£15 per week.. ............ 42-sk

Not known, but husband was 31-1-61;
earning £10 per week In
June, 1951

£27 per week.. ........... 815

Not known, but applicant 7-1-54
gives own wages as £16 l~s,
ad. In January, 1954

£.14 per week........21-8-5Se

Approximately £10 per week 4-10-4%

£14 6s. per week............27-1-54

Applicant, £a4t Is War 23-"&5
Widow' pension;, daughter,

£7; snPays applcant
bcw~dwZ2(10-t12-as

£7 prwe (Pensioner) .... 1(C0.R.w)

£4 12s. Od. Child Welfare I 945

£412. . Child Welfare 5-10-53
assistance

£13 per week (TP.I.) .... 112-2-54
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(c) As to Rent Reduction for
Austrian Homes.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Was be correctly reported in the
-'Sunday Times" of the 4th July, when
it was stated that tenants of Austrian
houses were to have their rents reduced
by 10s. per week?

(21 How many Austrian houses were
erected in W.A.?

(3) In what towns and suburbs were
they erected, how many in each, and
what are the rents?

(4) Why were these houses not grouped
with other houses in the same area and
the rents averaged out, in accordance
with the First Schedule of the Common-
wealth-State housing agreement?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Number of houses erected-895.
(3) (a) State Housing Commission-

'774.
T.1

N..

Wilagee , 176
Hilton Park 32
Belmont 62
Killarney .0

Xwli........10
Swlnana (APR.!.)

(Rates and Main.
tenance paid by
Company.)

Narogin - 3
Katannig. 5

Northam.......30
col .. 37

367

L.1l's..
Rent
paid.
£a. d.

3 2 0
4 0

3 2 0
3 20
3 40

3

3
3

5
5

5

0
0
0
0
0

T.131. 2's..
No. Rent

Paid.
S. d.

46 3 7 0
16 3 7 6
70 3 7 6

120 3 7 6
17 2 9 0
30 3 3 0

17
10

13
40
28

407

(b) Railway DePartment-121.
X

Midland Junetion...............49 3
Ashlld 46 3
W~Llagae 12 a
Wexconibe 14 3

3 10 0
37 0

3 1 0 03810
3 10 0

S. dI.
706
7 0

76
7 6

(4) The houses were not grouped with
other types of houses in the same area
for rental purposes as the imported homes
were of a different kind of construction.

(i) AS to Resumptions near Subiaco Flats.

Hon. DAME FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER (without notice) asked the Min-
ister for Housing:

(1) Does the Government intend to re-
slme land on which homes have been
erected for many years, adjacent to the
Subiaco flats?

(2) Is he aware that the Present owners
of such homes have already been threat-
ened by his officers with compulsory re-
sumption?

(3) Does he consider it morally right
or economically wise to demolish exist-
ing homes for the purpose of erecting
garages to serve such flats?

(4) Did he not announce, as one of
the reasons for erecting the flats on this
particular site, the close proximity of pub-
lic transport?

(5) If so, why are a number of garages
to be erected?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Such a proposition has not been

considered by the Government.
(2) 1 am not aware of officers of the

State Housing Commission having threat-
ened anybody.

(3) This would depend entirely upon the
circumstances, although it might be added
that Private enterprise engages in this
activity to some considerable extent,

(4) Yes.
(5) As in the case of very many People

living near Public transport, it is likely
that numbers of tenants will own motor
vehicles and the Subiaco City Council
specially requested that action be taken
in order to obviate cars being parked in
streets and on footpaths as occurs in
Subiaco at present in so many instances.

RECREATION GROUNDS.
As to Provision at North Perth.

Mr. LAPHAM asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

(1) Is he aware that sporting bodies in
the North Perth area are seriously ham-
pered in their activities by lack of recrea-
tional grounds?

(2) Is he aware that the only remaining
vacant land suitable for a recreational
ground is an area known as Smith's Lake
fronting Charles-st.?

(3) As the Perth City Council has in-
dicated its inability to convert this area
in accordance with the request by joint
sporting bodies, will he encourage the
council to counteract the lack of foresight
by the defunct North Perth Municipal
Council in not reserving land for sport by
arranging Government co-operation to
overcome this lack?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) The Minister for Local Government

will examine this proposal and will advisa
the member for North Perth later.

TRANSPORT BOARD ROYAL
COMMISSION.

(a) As to Minister's Alleged Statement.

Mr. CORNELL (without notice) asked
the Premier:

In view of the allegation made by the
Minister for Railways in the House the
other evening, concerning the meeting be-
tween the member for Moore and a mem-
ber of another place, in connection with
the Royal Commission appointed to inquire
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into the activities of the Transport Board,
and in view of the denial of that allegation
by the member for Moore, does the Premier
propose to let the matter rest or does he
propose to ascertain which of the two
statements is correct?

The PREMIER replied:
The Minister for Railways made no

allegation. My recollection of what he said
was in the farm of a question and he asked
the member for Moore if it were true that
he, the member for Moore, and I think Mr.
Jones, had had a discussion with Mr.
Smith, the magistrate who was the Royal
Commissioner, in King's Park in relation
to the transport bribery allegation. The
member for Moore interjected and said,
"No, there had been no such discussion."
My further recollection is that the Minister
for Railways accepted that interjection
and denial by the member for Moore with-
out question.

(b) As to Minister's Implication.
Hon. A. F. WATTS (without notice)

asked the Premier:
In view of the reply given by him, does

he not think it improper that a Minister
of the Crown should, even in the manner
he has just stated, make an assertion of
that nature concerning a magistrate who
was a Royal Commissioner, because the
implication, I would suggest, in that state-
ment was that the Minister believed that
the Royal Commissioner had had a private
talk in a secluded place with the members
in question.

The PREMIER replied:
The Minister made no assertion at all

on that matter. In open debate he asked
the member for Moore who was present
at the time whether he had had a discus-
sion with the magistrate in question in
companty with Mr. Jones concerning this
matter. There was certainly no reflection
intended on the magistrate in his capacity
as a Royal Commissioner, and he is well
aware of that fact.

ELECTORAL.
As to Redistribution of Assembly Seats.
Mr. YATES (without notice) asked the

Premier:
(1) AS more than five Legislative

Assembly seats are out of balance, is it the
intention of the Government to arrange
for a redistribution of seats this year.

(2) If not, when is a redistribution likely
to take place?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) A considerable amount of

detailed information has been obtained by
the Government in connection with the
present enrolments in the Legislative
Assembly districts in all parts of the State,
and this information will be considered by
the Goverhment in the reasonably near
future.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventht Day.

Debate resumed from the 8th July.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. J.
T, Tonkin-Melville) [5.21: Unfortunately
I was not present during the period of
discussion on the Supply Bill, when the
member for Stirling made some reference
to an application by Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. for a site at Fremantle for
the provision of additional storage facili-
ties. Had I been present I would have
taken advantage of that opportunity to
reply to the statement of the hon. mem-
ber. I propose to deal with the matter
briefly.

Being a lawyer the member for Stirling
is trained in argument, and whilst others
might be excused for jumping to con-
clusions, there is no excuse for a man
trained in argument because he ought to
know that in this direction lies the greatest
possible number of pitfalls. In suggesting
to the House that the Minister for Works
was the "big bad wolf" In this matter and
that he was behind the refusal of the
Harbour Trust to make a site available,
the member for Stirling jumped to a con-
clusion which is entirely wrong, because
the Minister for Works had no hand in
the matter at all. He did not know of the
refusal until after it was made, and he
did not know of the request for a site
until after the refusal was given.

But the Minister for Works did have
an opportunity subseqnently of satisfy-
ing himself concerning the whole matter,
and there is no doubt whatever-and
this was the opinion of the Bulk
Handling Committee-that, in the circum-
stances, the decision of the Harbour Trust
was quite correct and the proper one, The
Minister for Agriculture has made several
references to this matter and so has the
Minister for Railways. It seems clear that
had Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. been
satisfied to accept a somewhat smaller
site than the one it was trying to get, it
could have been accommodated at Fre-
mantle: but because the company stuck
out for a site of the size it originally re-
quired. it was not physically possible to
provide such a site at Fremantle without
seriously disrupting other proposals and
arrangements.

When I looked into this matter sub-
sequently, I saw no reason for endeavour-
ing to change a decision already made.
The member for Stirling said that the
action of the Government called for the
strongest criticism. Of course, there is
not the -slightest justification for that
whatever. Any impartial observer who
examined the facts of this matter, could
only conclude that the decision was a.
reasonable one and that the Government
did everything which could be expected of
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it in order to meet the needs of Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd. for the provision
of storage facilities. However, I have
referred to this subject only in so far as
it concerns myself. Other Ministers whose
departments are more directly concerned,
,wil, I have no doubt, successfully answer
the contention that the Government
should be strongly criticised for its action.
Quite the contrary is the case.

There is only one other matter to which
I desire to refer this afternoon, and that
is the one raised by the member for Cot-
tesloe and the member for Stirling. it
deals with the increments which certain
female teachers In the Education Depart-
ment enjoyed following the classification
prior to the last one- classification
which was issued when the member for
Stirling was Minister for Education. I am
surprised that the member for Stirling
and the member for Cottesloe did not
know the exact nature of the increments
and the circumstances under which they
were given.

Both of them were in error in stating
to the House what the increments were.
That is absolutely inexcusable on the part
of the ex-Minister for Education, and I
think it is also inexcusable on the part of
the member for Cottesloe who is an ex-
teacher, because if the member for Cot-
tesloe did not know, he should have Made
it his business to find out before he started
to criticise. The point is that both the
member for Cottesloe and the member for
Stirling told the House certain things
about the increments which were not true,
showing that neither of them was aware
,of the true position.

Mr. Hutchinson: Oh. rubbish? You are
just trying to get out of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What,
starting to squirm already!

Mr. Hutchinson: That is quite unimport-
ant, and you know It Is unimportant.h IITRFRWRS h

mnember for Cottesloe says that it is un-
important to correctly state the case. That
is what he thinks, and that Is why he
went to no trouble to get the facts because,
to him, the matter is unimportant. In
other words, a member can say what he
likes. To me it is most important as a
basis for argument, that one should cor-
rectly state the facts with which one is
dealing.

Mr. Hutchinson: What are the incre-
ments, then?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
tell the hon. member. He said that the
increments were £25 per annum after 20
Years. and £30 after 25 years. He was
wrong as regards the period of time, and
he was wrong as regards the amounts. In
other words, he did not know what he was
talking about. The member for Stirling
was also wrong, although not quite so far
4out, but wrong nevertheless. The member

for Stirling said that the increments were
£25 after 25 years, and £50 after 30 years.
The member for Stirling was right as to
the amount, but wrong as to time. He
should have made it his business to find out
the true position in regard to the incre-
ments before he started to criticise me.

Mr. Hutchinson: Does it make any
difference?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it
makes a lot of difference because it shows
how irresponsible the member for Cottesloe
is and indicates that he will get up in this
House and say anything. The increments
which were granted by the appeal board
amounted to £25 after 20 years' service, and
a further £25 after a further 10 years of
service.

Mr. Hutchinson: I was wrong to the ex-
tent of £5!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was wrong as to the amounts
and he was wrong as to the period of time.
In other words, he was totally wrong.

Mr. Hutchinson: This will read well!
If this is all you can hang your argument
on, It is not very much.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I see
the hon. member cannot take it. I shall
remind him that throughout the whole of
his speech when he was hopping into me
as fast as he could, using the most extrava-
gant and extraordinary language, I did
not utter a syllable.

The Premier: And all I said was, "Hell!"

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yet the
member for Cottesloe has started to inter-
ject from the very commencement of my
speech. I do not mind if he cannot take it.
He can interject as much as he likes, but I
would remind him that I did not utter a
syllable when he was doing his worst to
criticise me. These increments were not
given by any Minister. It was a decision
of the appeal board which lays down what
the provisions of the particular classifica-
tion shall be during the period of that
classification. That is all. Because it is
quite possible that circumstances can so
change after a classification is issued, that
when the following classification takes
place, there can be a reduction in salary.

If the other salaries have gone down, if
the basic wage has dropped, if prices have
been lowered, a situation could arise where
a classification issued, say in 1954, provided
for lower salaries than a classification made
in 1951, 1950 or 1948. The classification
covers the period for which it is issued.
There Is no appeal against the decision of
the appeal board. Whatever the board
decides, the Government accepts, because
it cannot do otherwise even if it wanted to,
and those are the conditions covering the
period of classification until the service is
again reviewed.
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If the appeal board gives some conces-
sion which the Minister did not grant, and
subsequently, when the Minister issues an-
other classification, he does not embody
It in the new classification, and the appeal
board thinks it ought to be included, the
appeal board can put it in again and can
continue doing so, so that teachers can
continue to receive what the board wants
them to get if it so thinks fit. The member
for Cottesloe, no less than eight times, ac-
cused me of reducing the salaries of
teachers, and, to make the matter clear, he
once said "reducing salaries and with-
drawing increments." So it is obvious he
was not confusing in his mind the with-
drawing of increments with the reduc-
tion of salaries.

Mr. Hutchinson: You be more precise!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

being exactly precise. The hon. member
said no fewer than eight times that I
had reduced teachers' salaries.

Mr. Hutchinson: You repeat what I
said.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
repeat it all right. No fewer than eight
times! I will read some of that.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is worth repeating.

The MINISTER ]FOR WORKS: The hon.
member referred to the action of the
]Deputy Premier in reducing salaries. Then
further on he said, "reducing salaries and
withdrawing increments."

Mr. Hutchinson: I said, "or to be pre-
cise."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; the
hon. member did not. He said, "reducing
salaries and withdrawing increments."
Eight times the member for Cottesloe ac-
cused me Of reducing teachers' salaries.

Mr. Hutchinson: That is quite correct.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He ad-

mits that is quite right. I am going to
tell the House I have not reduced the
salary of a single teacher. As a matter of
fact, I gave the union an assurance that
no teacher's salary would be reduced; and
to remind that body of that undertaking.
I sent it a letter before the meeting and
told the union I would pay whatever
money was necessary by way of a special
allowance if the new salary was below the
salary the teachers were receiving when
they had the increments.

Mr. Yates: Is that in writing?
Mr. Hutchinson: I did mention that, if

you remember.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member never mentioned it at all. He ac-
cused me of reducing salaries and with-
drawing increments. That is what he
said. I am telling the hon. member that
I did not reduce salaries. There is not
a single teacher In the service today who,
as a result of my classification, is getting

a lesser salary than that teacher received
before the classification. So I did not
reduce teachers' salaries.

Mr. Hutchinson: How about those who
would have qualified?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
about nothing! I did not reduce teachers'
salaries, but the hon. member said eight
times that I did. On the contrary, I gave
an assurance-which will be kept; steps
have been taken to keep it-that whatever
difference there might be, would be made
up by a special allowance so that the
teachers would not get less than they were
receiving before,

Mr. Hutchinson: How about those that
qualify this year and next year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
were not getting it.

Mr.' Hutchinson: No; but their salary
is reduced because of your action.

Hon. A. F. Watts: They would have
got it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We will
deal with that aspect, too. The member
for Cottesloe said that this was a step
forward on behalf of the teachers in their
fight to obtain equal pay for equal work.
He said it was an important milestone
passed in the progress towards equal pay
for equal work. He, has a queer Idea of
equal pay for equal work, The provision
of increments immediately made a dif-
ference between female teachers doing the
same work, because there could be female
teachers side by side doing the same work
who previously got the same pay;, but when
the increments were provided, there would
be inequality of pay for teachers doing
the same work.

That is the very negation of the idea
of equal pay for equal work. So to say
that it is an important milestone along the
path towards equal pay for equal work is
a lot of nonsense. It is true that although
the union asked the tribunal for equal
pay for equal work, it did not receive it.
But the tribunal gave these special incre-
ments to certain women teachers who had
been for a long period In the service. At
the time, the department had no oppor-
tunity to put forward its idea of the effect
of such increments, because it was not
aware that they were proposed, until they
were made.

So the purpose of not including such
increments in the classification this year
was to enable the point to be argued be-
fore the appeal board; and if, after it had
heard such argument, the board was of
the opinion that the teachers should still
receive the increments, it would grant
them. Thus the teachers would lose
nothing. They should appeal to the tri-
bunal that gave them the increments in
the first place. That is all they have been
asked to do-to go again to the tribunal
that gave them the increments; and if
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the tribunal thinks it good that the in-
crements should continue, then I have no
doubt they will again be awarded. But
at least an opportunity will be afforded
to argue the merits of the case.

it would be highly improper of me to
argue the merits of this proposal now, be-
cause the matter is sub judice. I am
astonished that the es-Minister for Edu-
cation argued the merits of it in this
House, knowing that the case is the subject
of an appeal. He even went further and
almost gave a direction to the appeal board
to grant the increment again. I regard
that as highly improper.

Non. A. F. Watts: Not a direction!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It al-
most amounts to that. Let the hon, mem-
ber read his final words. I think it is
highly improper, when this matter is the
subject of an appeal, at which the depart-
ment's arguments and the teachers con-
tentions will be put forward, for us to
argue the merits of the case in this House
before the appeal board deals with the
matter. That is what the member for
Cottesloe and the member for Stirling did.

Mr. Hutchinson: Tell us something of
the reasons for doing that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not propose to discuss the merits of the
question now. That will be argued before
the appeal board. The teachers sought
to come to me by way of deputation for
the purpose of discussing this action; and
when they first asked me to receive them,
I agreed. Then I was advised they had
lodged an appeal.

Mr. Hutchinson: It was a protective
action; they had to do it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said
that I cannot argue the case now, because
I have to argue it before the appeal board,
and the teachers will argue it there also.
So I notified the teachers that I could not
see them. I think the member for Mt.
Lawley will uphold me in that action' How
could 1, knowing full well that the matter
had gone to an appeal, argue with the
appellants?

Mr. Hutchinson: Could you not have
come to an agreement with theml

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Could
I have agreed to what?

Mr. Hutchinson: Could you not have
come to an agreement and granted it?
Have not such agreements been reached
before?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
wanted to argue the matter before the
appeal board, to put up the department's
point of view, which we have a perfect
right to do. What is the appeal board
for? The teachers do not accept the
classification of the Minister 'with regard
to salaries. They did not accept all that

the previous Minister gave them. Would
he have received a deputation to discuss
some aspects? Of course he would not!

Mr. Hutchinson: The reasoning was
sound in this instance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
all part of the classification. The repre-
sentatives of the union wished to come and
see me about some aspect of the classi-
fication which was to be dealt with by
the appeal board. Before I knew they
were going to the board on this question,
I agreed to see them. As soon as I knew
they were going to take the matter to the
appeal board, I said I could not see them
because the matter was sub judice and
would have to be argued before the board.

If the union considers it has a strong
case,' what has it to fear? It goes to the
very tribunal that provided the incre-
ments in the first place, and asks that
tribunal to continue to provide them: and
the department then argues against their
provision. Each side is entitled to put up
its reasons; and the appeal board having
heard those reasons will decide whether
or not the teachers shall get the incre-
ments.

In the meantime, this terrible, tyran-
nical es-Minister for Education to whom
the member for Cottesloe baa referred, has
guaranteed that they 'will not lose any
pay. Those who were getting the in-
crements will not lose anything. There
was no attempt to take away from those
enjoying the increments that which they
had, but an attempt to introduce an en-
tirely new principle into the classification.
That is as far as I will go with regard to
arguing the merits or demerits of this
question.

The Premier: What has the member for
Cottesloe been making all this fuss about?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He was
on wrong premises, because he accused me
eight times of reducing teachers' salaries.

The Premier: Inaccurate assertions!

Hon. D). Brand: I should think the
premises would be the same in your case
if the position were reversed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
would not come here and talk about sal-
aries having been reduced if they had not
been reduced.

Mr. Hutchinson: Your statement is un-
true.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
statement?

Mr. Hutchinson: That you did not re-
duce their salaries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; it
is not.

Mr . Hutchinson: it is quite untrue.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; it
is not. I challenge the hon. member to
give the House a single example and to
name one teacher who has had a reduc-
tion of salary.

Mr. Hutchinson: May I reply, Mr.
Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: No.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

member for Cottesloc had the whole of
the time at his disposal on the Address-
in-reply debate, and he dealt with no-
thing but this subject. Then this aft'n'-
noon he attempted to make a further
Address-in-reply speech by asking ques-
tions without notice. And now he wants
another go.

Mr. Hutchinson: You did reduce their
salaries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not reduce their salaries at all. If the
hon, member persists in saying that, I will
have to Ignore him completely-

Mr. Hutchinson: May I-
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: --be-

cause I am telling him that I have the
assurance of the Director of Education-
and I have it in front of me-

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you deny-
The MINISTER FOR WORKS-that in

no case has a teacher's salary been re-
duced.

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you deny that you
withdrew these increments and took away
some money that had been granted to
teachers and it was lost for a period and
you then restored it by a special allow-
ance?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
asking the member for Cottesloe whether
any teacher is getting less salary now.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are quibbling.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member

for Cottesloe has had his opportunity.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ask

the hon. member whether any teacher is
getting less salary now than she got be-
fore the reclassification; and the answer
to that is "No." Does the hon. member
say it is not "No"?' If no teacher is get-
ting a lesser salary now than before the
reclassification, then no teacher has suf-
fered a reduction in salary. That is the
true position. But the member for Cot-
tesloe referred to my reducing salaries
and withdrawing increments.

Mr. Hutchinson: That was in one part.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That

is what the hon. member said, and it is
not true, and he knows It.

Mr. Hutchinson: I-
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member knows it is not true: and if
he persists in making the statement, he
must go down as one who deliberately
attempts to mislead this House-

Mr. Hutchinson: Rubbish!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -be-

cause he knows that statement is not
true. There is no mistaking his language.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are only talking on
half the subject.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:, He said
I reduced salaries and withdrew incre-
ments. He said I was guilty of two ac-
tions--withdrawing increments and reduc-
ing salaries. I did not do that at all. I
issued a reclassification which made no
provision for these increments after 20
years or 30 years. I gave as my reason
that I considered it introduced a principle
which was bad.

Mr. Hutchinson: You know it was never
my intention to refer to two actions in re-
ducing salaries and withdrawing incre-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,
why did the hon. member do it?

Mr. Hutchinson: What about the other
eight occasions that you are talking
about?.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
seven other occasions the hon. member
accused me of reducing salaries.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are distorting it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not

do anything of the sort.
Mr. Hutchinson: You withdrew incre-

ments.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not.
Mr. Yates: It is the same thing.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Who

said, "It is the same thing?"
Hon. D. Brand: They got less money,

anyway.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the

hon. member gets the same salary next
week as he got last week and thinks he has
a reduction, then he has a strange method
of reasoning.

Mr. Hutchinson: Why did you withdraw
them? Tell us the other half-of the story.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
appeal board, when this matter comes
before it, will be told why the Minister did
not include the increments in the new
classification because the department winl
put forward the reasons why they were
not, and the union, I take it, will put up
the reasons why they should be. The ap-
peal board will then decide whether the
new classification will provide for incre-
ments or not.

The Premier: And the board's decision
will be final.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And it
will be accepted, as it always has been in
the past, and will continue to be in the
future. If there is any hardship in that.
and anything to get all het up about, as
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the member for Cottesloe did, I cannot see
it. He used the most irresponsible and
extravagant language.

Mr. Hutchinson: That was to fit your
action.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That Is
what the lion. member thinks. His ease
would have been much stronger if he had
taken the trouble to get his facts right
instead of cowing here and saying, from
the time he opened his mouth, things that
were not true.

Mr. Hutchinson: Rubbish!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
start with, he did not even know the cor-
rect amounts of the increments or when
they were granted. That is the position the
hon. member was in, but he made a great
song about reductions in salaries. I sug-
gest to the member for Cottesloe that,
instead of cluttering up his mind with
things that are not true, he should, when
he has a case, present it here on a factual
basis. Is it to be assumed that any Minis-
ter in charge of a department will, on a
question lie this, act entirely on his own
initiative and without advice? Of course
it is not.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: The
teachers did It, too. They all took the
matter up.

lion. A. V. R. Abbott: You have to take
the responsibility, of course.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
and I am not attempting to shirk It. I
take the full responsibility, but I think I
am entitled to say that only after the
strongest advice and the fullest discussion
on all aspects did I decide to take the
action that I did, and to accept the respon-
sibility. So, this was not an irresponsible
act on the part of the Minister, who did
not care about the teachers, or who wished
to do them an injury.

If the teachers are fair-and 1 know
they are-they will admit that I, In giving
them the new grading upon which their
salaries are now based, have effected an
improvement: in their promotional possi-
bilities that was never previously there.
But no mention has been made of that
aspect. In effecting these new gradings,
we have removed the bottleneck which
previously restricted the avenue of pro-
motion for teachers. Therefore, we have
made it easier for a greater number of
them to reach more quickly the higher
positions in the service.

Is it likely that I, after having done that
at some considerable cost to the State,
would then turn around and withdraw in-
crements if I did not have very sound rea-
sons placed before me for doing it? I1
accept the fullest responsibility in this
matter because I did not act hurriedly-,
I did it after inquiring into all the aspects.
The member for Cottesloe has gone to
some pains to show that the service can be

in nowise affected because certain teachers
did not apply for promotion; because they
were not expected to apply for it. I need
only mention that the department has
had the greatest difficulty in finding teach-
ers to take over the position of practising
assistants, which would entitle them to an
extra £48 a year.

A large number of such positions remain
unfilled, as only 87 appointments for 160
vacancies could be made; and, as I said,
the job carries an additional salary of £48.
That is a position which no Minister can
view with equanimity, or without endeav-
oaring to deal with it by taking some
remedial action. I am not going to spend
any more time on the subject. In due
course, this matter will come before the
appeal board, and that is the desire of
the Government. The point of view of
the Department of Education, which must
view this matter in the light of the in-
terest and the welfare of the service, will
be placed before the board, and the teach-
ers will have an equal opportunity to place
their arguments in support of the reten-
tion of the increments before it.

They have this in their favour, that it
is not an appeal from Caesar unto Caesar,
but to the very board that was responsible
for giving the increments in the first place.
So they are in the strongest possible posi-
tion and should not hesitate to go before
the board-without kicking up a lot of row
about it beforehand-so that the case can
be argued on its merits. Whatever the
decision, the Government is bound to ac-
cept it, and there is no appeal, so that the
board's decision will remain unchanged
until a new classification is issued. At
that stage, the Government of the day will
be entitled to include In the classification
such provisions as it thinks right and rea-
sonable, knowing full well that there exists
the right of appeal to the tribunal, whose
decision is final.

If there is anything despotic or tyran-
nical in that, I fall to see It. The action
of a despot is an action taken by one who
knows there is no appeal against what he
does, and that what he does is final. Surely
a Minister who is advised that the exigen-
cies of the service require certain action,
and then takes that action, is acting In a
way that any responsible Minister should,
knowing full well that the action he takes
is subject to appeal to a tribunal the com-
position of which has been acceptable to
the persons concerned. There are no
grounds whatever for the language used
by the member for Cottesloe, who lashed
himself into a fury over something he
knew very little about, and who made
things worse by accusing me of having
done something that I did not do.

MR. YATES (South Perth) E 5.40]: It is
with a great deal of pleasure that I speak
this evening on a matter that is in no
way controversial. Indeed, I feel that my
comments will find unanimous agreement
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in this House. My subject matter is the
National Safety Council of Western Aus-
tralia which has, of recent months, re-
ceived a considerable amount of notice in
the Press for the developmental work
which it is now carrying on throughout
the State. While there are many matters
that must of necessity engage the atten-
tion of the Legislative Assembly, I am not
blind to the fact that there is an aspect
of our national life which closely touches
the welfare of all our people in every part
of the State, and that is the problem of
national safety, which should receive more
attention.

To many, the term "national safety"
conjures up pictures of Commonwealth re-
sponsibility, the Defence Department and
all the requirements of protecting the
nation in a state of war. There is, how-
ever, another side to this picture. There
is the necessity to provide for industrial
safety, home safety; and, because of the
alarming accident rate on the roads, of
paramount Importance is the question of
road safety. I am led to this subject be-
cause of the appalling nature of some of
the disasters which have occurred in this
State in recent months.

There was the tragedy by electrocution at
Bridgetown not long ago. There has been
a series of road tragedies which might
well have been averted If the principles
of road safety had been reasonably applied.
Only the other day we had yet another
serious road accident at the Bayswater-
Gulldford railway crossing when 28 people
were injured in a collision between a bus
and a train. The seriousness of this mis-
hap was somewhat mitigated by the fact
that what might have proved to be a major
fatality resulted in 28 people being only
slightly injured. This occurrence must be
taken as another warning that we must
give more attention to the question of
safety in Western Australia.

In referring to these accidents. I do not
wish to convey the impression that ac-
cidents, either industrial or on the road,
are on the increase. On the contrary, they
are on the decrease. The fact, however,
does remain that accidents of all types are,
by way of death and casualty and economicloss, a serious drain on the population of
this State. It may be said without fear
of contradiction from any quarter that
the time has arrived when there should
be greater co-operation by all authorities,
organisations and the general public with
those agencies which are devoting their
time, energy and finances to the reduction
of the alarming accident rate in this State.

These agencies may be generally classed
under the broad headings of education.
engineering and enforcement. Obviously,
the educational authorities and the police
in this State, linked with other bodies, are
Instrumental in conducting an educational
programme. Grouped under engineering
we have, of course, the Main Roads Depart-
ment, the various local authorities, the

Chamber of Automotive Industries and
other engineering agencies, all of which are
turning their attention towards making the
roads and vehicles safer for transport. In
the final analysis of the enforcement we
have, of course, the Police Department and
the various traffic authorities throughout
the State. It must be apparent that all
of these contributing factors towards the
safety of our roads and the prevention of
accidents in the industrial and domestic
fields do not devote their full time to the
safety campaign.

This full-timie application to the re-
duction of accidents in Western Australia
is the work of the National Safety Coun-
cii in this State and on the executive
committee there are three members rep-
resenting the three parties in this Cham-
ber. While the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment was in power, approaches were made
to have a member from each of the three
political parties on the executive com-
mittee. That proposition was agreed to
and at present the member for Leederville,
representing the Labour Party, the mem-
ber for Darling Range, representing the
Country Party, and myself, representing
the Liberal Party, are members of the
National Safety Council executive.

The National Safety Council of Western
Australia was formed in 1946 by a band
of enthusiastic Individuals desiring to stem
the rising tide of needless waste of human
life. It is a voluntary organisation of
accredited individuals representing the
Commonwealth and State Governments,
local authorities, political parties, the
churches, and industrial, commercial, edu-
cational and social undertakings. It is
supported by the voluntary contributions
of individuals, firms and organisations.
and its funds are supplemented by a Com-
monwealth grant. In its eight years of
existence It has received from the State
Government and local authorities in the
metropolitan area contributions totalling
only £1,200. it is a constituent member
of the Australian Road Safety Council
and it is through that body that it re-
ceives an annual grant fromn the Coin-
nmonwealth Government to carry out a road
safety campaign in Western Australia.

I feel that the work of the National
Safety Council should be more widely
known because there is no doubt that
through promotional activity and, acting
as a co-ordinating factor, it has been
largely responsible for the reduction of
accidents in every phase of the communal
life in this State. Because its activities
are of such importance I propose to de-
vote a little time to the subject of the
growth and development and the work of
the National Safety Council In Western
Australia.

When the council started its work in
1946, Its objective of carrying out a life-
saving campaign appeared to be only the
pious hope of an enthusiastic few. With
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comparitively meagre funds it carried on responsibilities when using the road. Of
a "safety-first" campaign which was
directed at safety in industry, safety in
the home; and because of the alarming toll
of the road, it gave emphasis to the need
for road safety. This publicity campaign
was carried on through the Press, over the
radio and by a wide distribution of posters.
It was supplemented by lectures in schools,
addresses to public meetings and gatherings
of all kinds where these could be arranged.
The council sought the co-operation of the
police, the educational authorities and, in
the field of engineering, the Public Works
Department and industrial organisations
of all kinds.

It would now appear that the work of
the past eight years is coming to fruition.
The accident rate in the State in those
years has shown a marked drop; the tide
of death on our roads, which was turned
last year, is now slowly receding, while the
number of organisations and individuals
engaged in the lifesaving campaign, in co-
operation with the National Safety Council,
is rapidly mounting. There is no doubt-
the results unquestionably indicate it-
that the council's educational and public
relations campaign, ably backed by educa-
tion, enforcement and engineering agencies,
is effectively reaching the people in this
State. With these encouraging advances,
the National Safety Council of Western
Australia feels that it stands on the thres-
hold of success and has only to reach out
to the whole of the people to bring them
into co-operation and thus make a really
spectacular reduction in the number of
accidents each year in this State.

During the course of eight Years' study
of national safety, the National Safety
Council of Western Australia has discovered
that there are two-among others, of course
-important psychological reactions by the
Public in respect of road safety which have
an important bearing upon the accident
rate-particularly on the roads. The first
is that the man or woman who can beat
the traffic laws, evade conviction for a
traffic offence, or even obtain publicity by
being fined, is a sort of hero. These sins
of omission and commission are considered
to be somewhat clever; men are frequently
heard boasting that they have travelled
from one Point to another in well under
the record time. The greater the speed, the
greater the admiration. Few hearing this
dim-witted blather-skite will dare to brand
him as a social pariah, a menace to the
community, a potential killer upon our
roads. The public must be conditioned
to consider such a driver anti-social, below
the normal standard of intelligence and a
worthless individual having no considera-
tion for the lives of others.

The second interesting observation in
psychological reaction is that as soon as
a man bec omes in any way connected with
an authority or an organisation which is
responsible either for traffic or road safety.
he becomes more acutely aware of his own

course, there are cases where this does not
apply but they may be considered in the
pathological class; the normal reaction is
to pay more attention to the highway code,
the traffic regulations, the giving of signals
and, above all, courtesy and carefulness in
driving and using the road. It is most
important that this psychological reaction
should be noted because it is the basis of
the thought that lies behind the creation
of a State-wide chain of road safety co-
operative, which the council is now engaged
in forming.

The work of the National Safety Council
must be considered in the light of the
magnitude of the problem with which it
has to deal. Although the accident rate in
this State, both as regards fatalities and
casualties, has been reduced in recent
years, it is still unduly high. It is, how-
ever. when one considers the alarming
aspects of the toll of the road, that the
real tragedy of these accidents, in relation
to national safety, become so apparent.
Although fatalities and casualties as a
result of road accidents in the Common-
wealth last year dropped by almost 10 per
cent., the number of casualties was still
41,281 for the year, and of these 1,856
were fatal; the remaining 39,405 people
were injured, some of them seriously, being
totally incapacitated for life.

In adoition, the statisticians estimate
that the economic loss to the Common-
wealth was £28,000,000. We cannot attempt
to assess the amount of human suffering
that went into this largely unnecessary
waste of life and limb; and this all hap-
pened in one year-last year. If com-
parative figures are studied it will be seen
that the casualties on the roads in Aus-
tralia for a given period were larger than
the total number of casualties sustained
during the war; I refer there to World
War IU.

It is against this background that I see
the National Safety Council of Western
Australia and I feel that it should receive
more encouragement. It should be assisted
financially to a greater degree. I say this
emphatically because the work of the coun-
cil in Western Australia is of vital import-
ance to this State and, on the national
basis, of the utmost importance to the
whole of the Commonwealth. Reduced to
its essentials, the work of the council is to
carry on a constant campaign directed to-
wards the preservation of the lives of the
citizens of this State and the prevention
of accidents, with all the suffering and
economic loss which they bring in their
train.

At this stage I want to say a word about
the finances of the National Safety Coun-
cil. The council receives a grant amount-
ing to £9,900 per annum from the Com-
monwealth Government to carry on its
road safety campaign in this State: its
total income last year was £10,676 while
its expenditure was £12,857. It will be seen
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that in the past 12 months its income
has been exceeded by its expenditure to
the tune of £2,181. This deficiency of in-
come is all the more pronounced as it is
in evidence on the eve of developmental
work in national safety that is of the
greatest importance to this State. I may
say that no question arises as to the wise
administration of the council's funds. Its
executive is made up of men who have
had long years of training in administration
and who have become known throughout
Western Australia as individuals of the
highest ability and integrity. Under the
chairmanship of Sir Thomas Meagher, the
executive not only scrutinises matters of
policy but also exercises the greatest care
in expenditure so that the greatest amount
of national safety may be carried out at
a minimum cost.

As I have already mentioned, the execu-
tive of the National Safety Council last
year considered that the continued and
successful development of the work of the
council was dependent on the creation of
a State-wide organisation of voluntary
personnel the activity of which would
be co-ordinated and guided by the coun-
cii. In the opinion of the executive, such
an organisation would provide the essen-
tails necessary for the full development of
many projects already initiated by the
council. It was then proposed that the
organisation should be based upon district
road safety co-operative committees. These
committees were to be supplied with an
instructional kit which would include all
the necessary aids and information to
carry on effectively the work of the coun-
cil in any particular district. The idea
was that the kit would be kept up to date
so that there would be uniformity of tim-
ing and action in the road safety campaign
throughout the State.

In view of this development. I would like
to review briefly the various activities of
the National Safety Council which are to
be co-ordinated within this vast network
of co-operative committees throughout the
State of Western Australia. The council
has always subscribed to the view that
one of its long-term projects of major
importance was the instruction of chil-
dren in road safety measures. It held
strongly to the opinion that if the prin-
ciples of road safety were inculcated at an
early age, the caution so necessary to be
exercised by all road users would be second
nature to our children when they grew up.
For this reason it has been energetic and
practical in its approach to instruction to
schoolchildren from the primary stage up-
wards.

Members will be aware that the instruc-
tion of children in road safety measures
has been going on in metropolitan schools
for many years and this educational func-
tion is carriedi on by the police in co-
operation with the National Safety Coun-
cil. That body makes available such aids

as projectors, films, posters and other
propaganda material so that the work may
be effectively carried out and the maxi-
mum advantage obtained from this educa-
tional effort.

The establishment of road safety co-
operative district committees will enable
this system of lecturing in schools on the
principles of road safety to be extended to
the country and in those districts it will
be carried out wherever possible through
the co-operation of the police, Where
this is not possible, the function will be
carried out by a member of the local road
safety committee who has proved himself
capable of doing this work and is accept-
able to the Education Department and
approved of by the National Safety Council
of Western Australia.

At this stage I would like to say that
the National Safety Council of Western
Australia has promoted a number of fea-
tures in the Australia-wide road safety
campaign which have been adopted in
other States as valuable aids in promoting
road safety. Among these is the high
school driver-training scheme which de-
veloped here through the enthusiasm of
the executive director of the council, Mr.
Leo Mayberry, M.C. It has grown to such
proportions that it is attracting attention
from all parts of the Commonwealth. This
scheme recently received considerable im-
petus from the generosity of the Ford
Company of Australia, which has placed
cars at the disposal of the National Safety
Council of Western Australia for the pur-
pose of carrying on behind-the -wheel
driver-training in schools in a number
of our centres to which I will refer later
on. I feel at this juncture that I might
well pay a tribute to the executive direc-
tor of the National Safety Council, Mr.
Mayberry. For six years he has devoted
himself to the crusade for road safety,
and national safety generally, in a Manner
which is not always evident in the every-
day run of supply and demand when ser-
vices are rendered and paid for.

The high school driver training scheme
is the next logical step from school lectur-
ing on road safety towards the goal of
making all road users acutely and con-
stantly aware of the need to practice the
principles of road safety. The importance
of this feature of the National safety
Council's work cannot be over emphasised.
It has been in operation in this State for
the past four years and has been carried
out successfully in Albany, Bunbury, Kal-
goorlie and Northam; in the near future
it is to be introduced at the Collie High
School.

Selected classes of high school students
are firstly instructed in the elementary
mechanical principles of the motor vehicle.
In effect, this ground work teaches them
just what happens in the internals of the
machine when the driver makes an opera-
tive action at the wheel. It may be said
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that this training gives the students a far
better grounding in the operation of a
vehicle than many adults have even after
they have been driving for many years.
The next step is to instruct the students in
the actual driving of the car. They learn
the proper way to reverse, the correct
met-hod of easing the car from stand-still
into motion, and why and how to change
gears.

It is really amazing to see these young
girls and boys, after a few hours' instruc-
tion, sitting at the wheel of a large car,
and moving it steadily forward and back-
wards into a correct position, with an effici-
ency and smoothness which is rarely ap-
parent among adult drivers. While this
interesting training is going on, the stu-
dents are absorbing the principles of safe
driving, they are learning the correct hand
signals, the highway code, the travel regu-
lations and are being taught that courtesy,
carefulness and constant caution are the
hall marks of a good driver and, incident-
ally, a good citizen. Since the introduction
of the high school driver training scheme
in Western Australia, 290 pupils have
passed through this training; the scheme
has been commended by the educational
and pollee authorities, and it is enthusi-
astically supported by the teachers.

Another auxiliary of the National Safety
Council of Western Australia is the motor-
cycle school. Commenced four years ago,
it was originally based on the Claremont
show grounds, but to obtain the advantages
of actual road conditions, it was removed
to the Metropolitan Market Trust area. It
operates each Saturday from 2.30 to 5 p.m.,
usually from February to November. The
course takes five weeks, of which four are
devoted to instruction, and the fifth to
examination. In the examination the
police play an important part and it is as
well to note that graduates from the motor-
cycle school automatically receive their
motor cycle rider's license. Some idea of
the potential of this school, as it relates to
road safety, may be gathered when it is
known that on the opening day four years
ago 65 pupils were enrolled, and since then
some 525 have passed through the school.

There has been a remarkable record of
achievement, for not one accident has been
recorded in which a graduate from the
motorcycle school has been the blame-
worthy party. Here again it is recognised
that the full potential of the motorcycle
school cannot be reached unless it is reorg-
anised within the framework of a State-
wide Organisation of enthusiastic voluntary
road safety co-operatives, so that the bene-
fits of the school will be brought to every
centre in the State. The very limited staff
of the National Safety Council makes it
impossible for the motorcycle school to be
extended and carried on every week-end.
and at the same time allow for the growing
demands of the council's staff in the field
work throughout Western Australia.

I feel that there is no other auxiliary
of the National Safety Council which
so demonstrates how the work of the
council is expanding and effectively reach-
ing the people in this State as the Motor
Cycle Proficiency League. Its growth is
very good evidence of the success achieved
by the council's public relations campaign
over the last 12 months. It also demon-
strates how the accumulative work over the
past eight Years is now rapidly coming to
fruition. Since last year the membership
of the Motor Cycle Proficiency League stood
at 125; today it has a little over 100 mem-
bers, and the league is undoubtedly provid-
ing an effective medium for obtaining not
only the right psychological reaction from
motor cyclists in the road safety campaign,
but also of Providing an example to all
road-users.

In home safety the council has played an
active part, and its home safety activity is
comprised of women's organisations of all
kinds with their various affiliations
throughout the State. Early last year the
council participated in a home and family
week organised by the World Council of
Churches. It organised a series of "home
safety" lectures to trainee nurses and the
general public, and co-operated with the
good neighbour policy and the foreign
language Press in having distributed "home
safety" literature, which has been trans-
lated into the various languages and is thus
reaching our new Australian friends.

In the field of home safety, as in the in-
dustrial sphere, the National Safety Coun-
cil not only has to take into consideration
a great deal of developmental work, but it
also finds it necessary to make provision,
through the instrumentalities of the dis-
trict co-operative committee, for the mes-
sage of "Safety First" to be spread in every
centre throughout Western Australia. It
will be seen, therefore, that in many fields
the National Safety Council is carrying out
a work vital to this State, and that, in ad-
dition to the auxiliaries which I have par-
ticularly mentioned, its educational work
is going on through the medium of adver-
tising in all forms, and through the litera-
ture which is distributed to make our
people more acutely aware of the need for
caution if accidents are to be avoided.

I now want to say that, quite apart from
the humanitarian aspects associated with
the National Safety Council, there are the
very tangible economic factors which are
inseparable from the effective Promotion
of national safety. As the accident rate
falls. State expenditure, which comes
about as the result of accidents, also drops.
There is a reduction in hospitalisation.
There is an easing of the economic loss
which results from a diminution of pro-
duction, and there is a reduction of dis-
bursement Of many other services, the
cost of which is ultimately, directly or in-
directly, cast upon the State Qovernment.
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The efforts of the National Safety
Council of Western Australia have been
applied in the beneficial way I have in-
dicated and have been demonstrated, as
I said before, by the marked drop in the
accident rate in this State. This reduc-
tion in accidents is not only in evidence
In the industrial field, but also in the road
accident figures. The decrease shows out
with satisfying significance in the com-
parison between deaths from accident in
1952 compared with 1953. In those 12
months nine lives were saved in Western
Australia. I feel sure that, with the devel-
opment of co-operation by the general
public through this State-wide chain of
road safety district committees, which the
National Safety Council is promoting, it
can be reasonably forecast that an even
greater reduction in accidents will result
in the coming year.

It must be obvious that the cost of ad-
ministration and field work entailed in
the administration and establishment of
these committees has sharply increased
the financial responsibilities of the council
and, as the figures I have already given
the House indicate, In the past year its
expenditure exceeded its income by £2,000.
It would appear essential for the council
to appoint another field officer to carry
out works in various parts of the State in
the establishment of these proposed dist-
rict committees and, therefore, if the ex-
ecutive continues to exercise the same
vigilance in respect of the council's fin-
ances as it has done in the past, it cannot
escape an additional expenditure of £2,000
per annumn. This amount is required to
pay the salary of a field officer and keep
him on the road.

I think members will agree that all I
have said has shown that the council is
carrying on a work in this State which is
generally recognised as being for the pub-
lie good, and that it is a task in the hands
of a responsible efficient body with which
are associated the elected representatives
of the people; those who by their record
have demonstrated their outstanding
abilities as leaders of the community. In
addition, we have associated with it the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Country Party in this
State. It will be seen therefore that this
is neither a sectional nor a party matter.

The members of the executive of the
National Safety Council are doing a grand
job of work and it is interesting to record
the names of those who give up their spare
time and work in an honorary capacity
on behalf of the general public of the
whole of Western Australia. They are as
follows:-

Patrons: I-on. A. R. G. Hawke, MJIJ.A.,
the Premier of Western Austra-
lia: Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty, EB.,
M.M., M.L.A., Leader of the Op-
position; Hon. A. F. Watts5,
C.M.G., M.L.A., Leader of the
Country Party.

President: Sir Thomas Meagher, K.B.
Vice Presidents;. T. H. Andersen,

M.V.O., Commissioner of Police:
J. W. Young, Director of Works;
Dr. T. L. Robertson, M.A. Ph. D).,
Director of Education.

Hon. Treasurer: S. A. Mortimer, Esq.,
Secretary Royal Automobile Club
W.A. (Inc.).

Hon. Auditors: Messrs. Hendry, Rae
and Court, Chartered Account-
ants (Austi.

Executive Director and Secretary: L.
P. Mayberry, M.C.

Public Relations Consultant- R, 0.
John Clark, FrP,a.

Field Officer: Ray Warman.

The members of the executive commit-
tee are as follows:-

Sir Thomas Meagher, Chairman.
Hon. H. H. Styants, M.L.A., Minister

for Transport.
T. H. Andersen, M.V.O., Commissioner

of Police.
J. W. Young, Director of Works.
Dr. T. L. Robertson, M.A. Ph. D.,

Director of Education.
S. A. Mortimner, R.A. of W.A. (Inc.).
T. S. Edmondson.
Inspector C. Richardson, Inspector of

Police Traffic.
M. S. Brooking.
J. D. Leach, Commissioner of Main

Roads.
N. H. Perrin, Railway; Advertising.
H. Dettman, Superintendent Primary

Education.
Mrs. R. E. Pratt.
0. H. Yates, M.L.A.
S. E. 1. Johnson, M.L.A.
R. C. Owen, M.L.A.
Lt.-Col. M. Austin, D.S.O., Department

of Army.
There we have the executive committee

that controls the activities of the National
Safety Council, and has done throughout
the years. Changes are made from time to
time on that executive but only because of
the changes within the Government de-
partments. In the main, the members on
that committee have taken an interest in
its activities since its inception. I read
out the names to the House with a view to
impressing on members the need for the
work carried out by the National Safety
Council to be continued in Western Aus-
tralia, as is being done in the other States
of the Commonwealth. It was also done to
let members know that, although the ac-
cident rate is rising throughout the Com-
monwealth, that is due: only to the in-
creased population and the increased num-
ber of motor vehicles on the road.
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But in Proportion to all those increases
a great saving has been made in Western
Australia, so much so that it is estimated
that nine lives were saved in the past year
through the efforts of the National Safety
Council both in the high schools and
through the activities of the Police Traffic
Branch. On all occasions that schools are
visited by instructors from either the
National Safety Council or from the Police
Department, there are attentive audiences
and it has been Proved conclusively that
the accident rate among schoolchildren
has greatly decreased in the past 20 years
because of the specialised instruction given
to the children in these schools, by special-
ists who are sent out on this mission of
mercy either by the Traffic Department or
by the National Safety Council.

The work of the council has been going
on quitely and unobtrusively during the
past six or eight years, though often we
read of the activities of the National Safety
Council in the columns of the Press. We
have listened to "scatter ads" over the
radio dealing with the saving of lives, and
we have seen the council's safety signs
both at this end of the Causeway and in
other Prominent Places. Those who have
visited the Royal Show must have been
greatly impressed by the grand exhibition
put on by the National Safety Council
whose exhibits drew thousands of visitors
to witness the instructional films: after
which they took away pamphlets relating
to national safety.

Mr. May: Are the taxi drivers repre-
sented on the council?

Mr. YATES: No.
Mr. May: I think they should be.

Mr. YATES: That is a matter which
can be taken up with the National Safety
Council; I see no reason why the taxi
drivers should not be represented, and I
will discuss the matter at the next execu-
tive meeting to see if it is not possible to
have a representative of the taxi drivers
on the council.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Mr. YATES: I desire to inform the
House of the financial obligations under-
taken by the other States in connection
with the National Safety Council move-
ment, ccmpared with the provision made
in Western Australia. In New South
Wales the State Government provides
£7,000 per annum towards the upkeep and
future progress of the council in that
State. It also makes available a sum of
£40,000 per annum to the various Gv-
ernment departments to assist in this ia
work. This money is mainly spent o
safety lectures delivered throughout te
State by expert officers of the New Sot
Wales Police Department.

Victoria, which has a much smaller road
mileage than Western Australia, provides,
in addition to the Commonwealth grant, a

sum of £1,500 per annum. In South Aus-
tralia the amount is similar. In 1953-54
the Tasmanian Government provided
£1,500 towards the cost of administration
of the council's work in that State. The
Queensland Government makes no direct
contribution because the National Safety
Council work in that State comes under
the Transport Department. In Western
Australia the position is somewhat differ-
ent from that in Queensland. Here the
National Safety Council is a complete
body in itself, except that there is Gov-
ernment representation on the executive
to assist in the good work it is doing. This
work has been recognised by past and
present Governments, and I believe that all
members will agree that this vital work
should continue. The executive has great
plans for the future of the council's objec-
tives.

The work has become so intensified that
the staff, which is very small today, should
be increased. To meet the needs, another
field officer is necessary and the council
should receive some finance in addition to
that provided by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in the way of a safety council
grant. When that grant was first made
some six or eight years ago, the value of
the pound was greater than it is now, but
the amount has not been increased. That
is the reason why the council feels that
the time has arrived when the Govern-
ment should be approached to assist In
keeping the work on the high plane it has
reached and on which it hopes to continue
in future.

In summarising the position, I would say
that the National Safety Council of West-
ern Australia is engaged in a life-saving
campaign, the development of which has
brought it to the point where it desires to
bring a large proportion of the people of
the State into more active co-operation.
Having reached the very threshold of suc-
cess, it is now obvious that some further
financial assistance is necessary to ensure
that the promotion of this life-saving cam-
paign may be carried to its logical conclu-
sion.

The goal is the establishment of an en-
thusiastic road safety co-operative com-
mittee in every centre throughout the
State. To reach this objective and bring
the work of eight years to complete suc-
cess, the safety council needs, on the figures
which I have given, an additional income
of at least £4,000 per annum. On these
grounds and realising the vital importance
of its work In this State, I commend the
National Safety Council for the further
favourable consideration of the Govern-
ment with a view to assisting its finances
to an extent that will make Possible the
continuance of the good work already done
and a continuance of the necessary
development.

MR. MAY (Collie) [7.35]: In making my
contribution to the Address-in-reply de-
bate. I wish to preface my remarks just as
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I have done on the last two or three oc-
casions by referring to the provision in the
Legislative Council of accommodation for
members of this Chamber when summoned
to hear the Governor's Speech. It is true
that on this occasion more comfortable
chairs than usual were provided, but four
Assembly members were not able to obtain
seats and one of them was a man on
crutches. I noticed that in the space on
the floor of the Legislative Council Cham-
ber between the part where Assembly mem-
bers were accommodated and the seats pro-
vided for visitors, there were some vacant
chairs. I again maintain that greater con-
sideration should be extended to members
of this Chamber when summoned to an-
other place to hear the Governor's Speech.

I have studied His Excellency's opening
Speech and noted the references to various
phases of the State's industries. The Gov-
ernment has intimated its intention to in-
troduce a Bill to consolidate the closer
settlement legislation. It is easy to appre-
ciate the need for such a measure. In
view of the fact that it is now necessary
for people wishing to settle on the land to
take up blocks of very second-class and
even third-class quality, the splitting up
of large estates has become essential in
the interests of the State, and I am glad
that a Bill to this end has been fore-
shadowed.

The overall mineral production of the
State has improved considerably. This is
a very pleasing feature because Western
Australia has such a wide range of minerals
in unknown quantities. I anm glad to note
that the activities of the Mines Depart-
ment are on the up and up and that in-
creases in all mineral production have been
recorded.

At present, oil is occupying the minds of
most people, more particularly those of the
oil speculators. As to what occurs on the
rumours that oil has been discovered in
the North, I am not so much concerned if
the shares appreciate in value and some-
body makes a fortune. I am more con-
cerned to ensure that the oil is there and
then make double sure that the State will
receive the full benefit of any discovery
of oil in commercial quantities. I have no
sympathy with the people who take ad-
vantage of the fact that the State is on
the point of beginning oil production, and
I have no timhe for the people who are pre-
pared to use that knowledge for their own
ends by upsetting the share market. The
great point to be borne in mind is that
the State should benefit to the utmost.

According to the Speech, there has been
a big improvement in the housing position,
but in spite of that, there is still plenty
Of Scope for further improvement. A great
proportion of the population is concen-
trated in the metropolitan area, and I have
wondered why some scheme has not been
initiated to ensure that when the head of
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a family in the metropolitan area has ob-
tained a permanent job in the country,
immediate steps have not been taken to
see that the family is properly housed. If
the surplus people in the Metropolitan area
could be guaranteed good housing condi-
tions in the country, I believe that they
would be encouraged to undertake work
there and so relieve the bad congestion
that exists in the metropolitan area.

I do not know whether the Government
proposes to proceed with the work of in-
creasing the capacity of the Wellington
Dam. This is a very important project and
one that should be proceeded with at the
very earliest opportunity. When we think
of what the transport of water means to
the Railway Department in dry seasons,
we should appreciate that within the State
there is ample water for requirements pro-
vided it is properly conserved and directed
into the channels where it is most needed.
I can envisage what the storage of water
at the Wellington Dam would mean in the
event of the height of the wall being in-
creased by 50ft.

Of course, the water will back up a
long way, owing to the increase in the
height of the dam wall and may even in-
undate a few farming properties, but
I think that possibility is outweighed by
the needs of the farmers and the towns
of the Gieat Southern and the districts
out towards Bruce Rock. Our country
roads are in need of considerable atten-
tion and I know of one district, called
Macalinden, about 30 miles from Collie,
where the settlers have been on the land
for about 40 years. They are sheep-
farmers and are mostly well- established
now, but even at the present time the
roads by which they must travel to
Collie, Boyup Brook and Donnybrook are
completely washed out in the winter-
time.

It is impossible for the road board con-
cerned to keep those roads in order as
most of them run through country con-
trolled by the Forests Department which
does not pay any rates on that land. I
am hopeful that by arranging a conference
between the West Arthur Road Board, the
Collie Road Hoard and the local authority
in the Boxup Brook area. something will
be able to be done for these people who
are in the unfortunate position, in winter-
time, of not having a road by which to
get into town.

Hon. D. Brand:, You will have to get
in before they make up the main roads
programme for the year.

Mr. MAY: The same thing applied when
the previous Government was in power.
I will be surprised if nothing is done in
this matter during the first three years of
the present Government.

Mr. Oldfield: I think Gulldford-rd. is
more important.
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Mr. MAY: One of our troubles is that
some People become too parochial. I
feel that all of us-pirticularly metro-
politan members-should adopt a State-
wide outlook and not worry about a few
Yards of Ouildford-rd. or some other met-
ropolitan highway. I think that all mem-
bers should go out and see for them-
selves how the people in thle country
areas fare.

It seems to me that the Health De-
partment has a weird manner of assessing
what should be the capacity provided
for a maternity hospital. On one occa-
sion the Minister for Health said to me,
"They do not average one baby a day at
Collie." but he forgot that the mothers
of the babies do not set themselves out
to work according to averages.

Hon. flame Florence Cardell-Oliver: We
did not have such nice men as you there.

Mr. MAY: It seems to be the idea of the
Health Department that the mothers
should have their babies to suit the con-
venience of the accommodation at the hos-
pitals. During the last 12 months Collie
has averaged over one baby per day, but
I would remind the House that they do
not came one every day but sometimes
seven or eight in one day. It is no use
telling mec that an extension of the mater-
nity ward at Collie is not necessary be-
cause births at that centre do not average
one per day. I work on a different sys-
temn from that, and so do many other
people.

I would Point out to the Minister that
we do not rely on the Public Health De-
partment to Supply all the requirements
of the Government hospital at Collie. The
people of that centre have formed a com-
mittee to supply many needs of the hos-
pital which the Minister and his depart-
ment overlook. The function of that com-
mittee is to provide comforts, amenities
and equipment at the Collie District Hos-
pital; to arouse community interest and
to press for the provision of adequate hos-
pital facilities in the area. The committee
is comprised of delegates from the
churches, the road board and other in-
terested organisations and persons.

For the information of members, I will
outline what this Organisation has done
for the hospital, with no help from the
Public Health Department. It has pur-
chased bed-screens for every bed, cane
furniture, meal-trays, electric polishers, 56
inner-spring mattresses, electric blankets,
four "Wonderheat" units, a vacuum
cleaner, ash-trays, card tables, games.
clocks and so on, as well as providing com-
forts for the Christmas season, all to a
value of £1,500. That is another form of
indirect taxation to the people of the dis-
trict.

Mr. Nalder: They do that in almost all
country towns.

Mr. MAY: I am speaking of my own
town.

Mr. Oldfleld: Do not be parochial!
Mr. MAY: If people are prepared to do

the same sort of thing in other towns and
not press for their members to raise their
voices in this Chamber, that is not my
affair. In addition to the £1,500 already
spent, work approved by the department
and Paid for by the people of Collie in-
cludes the installation of bed lights, bell
plugs and power points to each ward bed
at an estimated cost of £450. That has
been the effort of the local people and
I think they should be given some en-
couragement by the department whose duty
it Is to look after such matters. Of course
the Minister tells me he has not the money.
and my reply to him is that the people
of Collie will soon run out of money if he
cannot do something to help a bit in the
near future.

It is high time that we had a complete
reorganisation of the existing arrange-
ments for the mining of coal. When a
desperate shortage of coal developed be-
fore the end of the war and in the direct
postwar years, a frantic effort was made
to locate coal that could be won quickly,
and the result was that the open-cut sys-
tem of mining was embarked upon on the
Collie field. That system was introduced
on the distinct understanding that while
coal was being won by open-cut methods,
the companies concerned would have the
responsibility of developing their deep
mines-the best class of coal can come only
from deep mines-so that the Production
Of Coal from that source would eventually
catch up with the demand, allowing the
open-cut method to be discontinued.

Whether by accident or design, it so
happened that the Mines Department did
not place its foot tightly on the neck of
those companies privileged to develop
open-cuts, with the result that, finding they
could produce third, fourth or fifth grade
coal-I would not give most of it any
grading-much more cheaply than that
won by deep mining, and sell It at the
price which had been established for deep-
mine coal, they have done everything pos-
sible to continue mining by the open-cut
method.

Mr. Yates: Is all that is open-cut mined,
bad coal?

Mr. MAY: No, but I shudder to think
of what was done in the early stages of
the development of the open-cuts. It was
a wicked shame what the engine drivers
and firemen on our railways--together with
Private consumers-were forced to use as
a substitute for coal. We have heard it
said many times-it was said to me by the
ex-Minister for Mines, when in office-"We
must use this coal some time or other,"
and my reply was, "Very well. Let us use
It when all the good quality coal is finished,
and by that time this country may not be
using coal at all." At all events, should
another crisis develop, we would still re-
quire to win coal by the quick open-cut
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method, and if we allow the companies to
continue as at present without develop-
ing their deep mines, all the coal available
by the open-cut methods may be gone by
the time the next crisis overtakes us.

Ron. D. Brand: I would remind the hon.
member that there is a very large ton-
nage of coal that has been discovered as
the result of boring and that is available
by open-cut mining methods.

Mr. MAY: The hon. member is referrig
to the seamns discovered in the Muja area,
but that is not a good class of coal.

Mr. Oldfleld: We know which Govern-
ment the Collie miners would rather have.

Mr. MAY: They are concerned, as
we all should be, about the quality of
coal supplied to the consumers of the
State. It is our Job to see that the
State Electricity Commission, the Rail-
way Department and private consumers
are able to order and obtain the quality
of coal most suitable for the use to which
they wish to put It. All the coal pro-
duced should not be bulked and handled
by a distribution committee of the Mines
Department. If I were a user of coal,
I would certainly want to be able to order
the gtade of coal I wanted for my in-
dustry. The result of the present system
is that the customers are not getting coal
of the right grade to suit their require-
ments but have to put up with whatever
is supplied to them.

Hon. D. Brand: Would it be possible to
alter that system?

Mr. MAY: Yes, before the war there
was open competition between the com-
panies.

Hon. D. Brand: What authority would
the State have in the matter?

Mr. MAY: 11 think the regulation of
the industry came under the wartime
security measures but they have outlived
their usefulness. It is time we returned
to the old system so that the purchaser
could obtain the grade of coal required.
I repeat that the open-cut system of
mining coal was put into practice at
Collie only on the understanding that the
deep mines would be sufficiently developed
so that the open-cut Production could
gradually be decreased. I am waiting for
that time to arrive.

We have a State coalmining engineer,
a senior inspector of mines, an assistant
inspector of mines, and a workmen's in-
spector, and yet we are unable to bring
sufficient pressure to bear on the com-
panics to deal with our coal mines in the
manner they should be developed. After
all is said and done, coal is a national
asset and, as it belongs to the State, it
should be controlled by it. We had the
ridiculous Position of this State having
advanced £1,500,000 to the coalmining

companies far the development of the
mines on the Collie coalields. and then
those companies saying to the State. "You
must take 80 per cent. of our coal produc-
tion." That is too silly for words! In view
of the non-development of the Collie coal
mines by the companies, I would say to
them. "You have got the sack, and the
State is going to run the mines."

Hon. D. Brand: What was the result
of that in England?

Mr. MAY: I sam not interested in Eng-
land.

Hon. D. Brand: You should be.
Mr. May: This State has been very

generous to the coalmining companies. If
all the deep mines had been properly
mnechanised, as they, should have been,
they would have produced all the State's
coal needs as quickly as they are being
produced under the open-cut system at
present. However, we find today that the
money the companies received for mechan-
isation of the mines has net been put to
that use. A great deal of that machinery
has never been used because it is totally
unsuited to the type of country it is sup-
Posed to deal with. As a result, we have
engineers trying to make those mines lit
into the mnechanisation system, which can-
not be done. It is too ridiculous for words.
and I can quite understand why.

Mr. Brady: What Goverrnent advanced
the money to do that?

Mr. MAY: It has been done by all Gov-
ernmnents. For many years, there was
only one company operating on the Collie
coalelds. It had no competition or op-
position. if we went to that company-
as we did during the metal trades strike-
and asked it to use some of the reserve pro-
fits it had made over the years, it would
reply, "We have an overdraft at the bank."
I do not know why it is not possible to have
proper control over our national asset at
Collie. Much of the machinery that has
been brought to Collie was bought at the
cost of hard-earned dollars.

I recollect that four years ago I objected
to the machinery being stacked in crates
on the surface for two or three years.
What happened? That machinery was
gradually stowed underground so that no
one could see it. Yet the State still con-
tinues to provide funds to the companies
for the development of these coal inines-
It is time someone took a firm grip of the
activities of the coal industry and ensured
that at least 80 per cent, of the producticgv-
used for the State's requirements is good-
quality coal. I know that engindrivers
have been told. "You must burn that coal
because we cannot get any other." On one
occasion I saw eight trucks of coal con-
demned by the inspector. What happened?
They were returned to the Co-operative
Mine and an instruction was lssucd that
they were to be completely unloaded-
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The inspector said, "You must take all
that coal out and reffil the trucks.' How-
:ever, they did nothing of the sort. The
men were ordered to take off only the top
coal and the trucks were topped up with
,deep-mine coal. Those trucks were sent
off again, and consequently that is the type
of coal the engine-drivers are asked to use.
It is time such a system ceased and some
responsible official had the guts to stand
up to these companies and say, "No, we
are not going to take that coal. You can
Produce better coal than that, and I re-
fuse to accept it."

That is the type of man we want in the
industry. I have heard members complain
of the time spent by them in travelling
between the House and their homes dur-
ing the weekend. I know the reason for
that. It Is not the fault of the engine-
drivers or the W.A.G.R.: it is because of
the poor-quality coal issued to those men
who are asked to keep up steam on the
locomotives. There are now three comn-
panics operating on the Collie coalfields,
and the position should be much better
than it was in the past. Western Collieries
Ltd. and the Griffin Coalniining Co. are
developing deep mines. I know that West-
ern Collieries Ltd. particularly, is develop-
ing two deep mines on modern lines, and
also the Griffin company is endeavouring
to do the same.

When these companies have reached
total production, I feel sure that they will
be only too ready to cease coalmining on
the open-cut system, as is being done at
present. If stricter supervision had been
exercised over the mechanisation pro-
gramme, the new mines could have been
opened up by now and the old mines,
which could never be mechanised, could
have been closed down. In fact, that is
being done now, because they have been
forced to do so as a last resort. We could
then dispense with the open-cuts, the coal
from which is creating havoc in the State's
industries. In fact, many industries are
using sawdust as a fuel and there is no
need for that because it is quite possible,
even now, to give any consumer the quality
and the quantity of coal that he requires.
I hope that some effort will be made by
the Mines Department to bring that about.

Some years ago. Mr. Wallwork was ap-
pointed a Royal Commissioner to inquire
into the coalmining industry. In 1946 or
1947 he produced an excellent report on
the conditions of the coalmines at that
time and he submitted certain recom-
mendations. However, in the main, they
were never Put into effect. On two or three
occasions, I quoted from Mr. Wallwork's
report, and suggested that some of his
recommendations, if adopted, would bene-
fit the industry. When the Labour Govern-
ment took office it appointed Mr. Wall-
work as coal co-ordinator. We all hailed
that appointment as something that
would put us on the right track for the

proper development of the mines with a
maximum production of coal. It was also
hoped that he would give some direction
to the companies in regard to development.

However, it would appear that the co-
ordinator was not given sufficient auth-
ority to carry out his duties to the fullest
extent. When his resignation was an-
nounced in the Press recently, Mr. Wall-
work gave as his reason that the job did
not keep him sufficiently occupied. I main-
tain that if he bad been given the powers
he should have held, he would not have
been able to give this reason for his resig-
nation. On the contrary, he Might have had
to Put forward the excuse that he had been
given too much work to do. This is what
some of the people at Collie think of the
reason given by Mr. Wallwork for his
resignation-

This resignation has caused a lot of
ill-feeling in the district here. It is the
opinion of the rank and file that it
was the lack of powers given to Mr.
Waliwork which caused his resignation.
He did not have the powers he ex-
pected.

Hon. D. Brand: Was that so? Were cer-
tain Powers offered to him, and was that
promise not honoured?

Mr. MAY: I do not know what powers
were offered to him. However, it would
appear that he did not have sufficient
Power to be able to say to a company.
"That must be developed." or, "That should
be done." Mr. Wallwork has had wide ex-
perience of the Collie coal industry and
knows It from A to Z. He has been mixed
up with it for years and he would not be
in the same Position as a stranger who
would have difficulty in arriving at 3
decision. Continuing to quote-

For this reason, he retired. The
members of the union feel that there
should be plenty of work in the
capacity of coal co-ordinator, par-
ticularly as head of the Advisory
Boards.

There is also a lot of concern about
the development of the various pits in
the district. At the Proprietary the
development is certainly not what it
should be.

The union considers that Mr. Wall-
work is a man much needed, particu-
larly in this period when production
has caught up with the demand. We
feel that a coal co-ordinator is a neces-
sity to the industry.

Furthermore, the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment appointed an advisory committee.
Its job was to meet and discuss matters
appertaining to all the mines in Collie. The
members of the committee were supposed
to make recommendations for the develop-
ment and smoother running of the indus-
try as a whole. It consisted of the State
Coal Mining Engineer, a union representa-
tive and an executive of one of the com-
panies. What did we find? We found that
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the other two companies in the field were
not prepared to appear before the advisory
committee and disclose their policies be-
cause the committee included an executive
of a rival company-in this case a very
powerful company, by the way.

They were not prepared to submit their
programmes showing how they intended to
carry out their work. As a consequence,
we found that the committee could not
function as was intended. The union feels
that advisory boards are very necessary.
Here is one example: Some ten months
ago at the Neath Colliery, quite a new
colliery that has been opened, a bord was
shot out ready to be filled. But the eight
men concerned were given definite intruc-
tions not to touch the place because it was
to be visited by officials, Because of this,
the eight men were put on other quite
unnecessary work for one week until the
visit had taken place. The union branch
officers discussed this matter at great
length.

This is the type of thing that is going on.
I say it is high time that an inquiry was
made into the industry and I am going to
advocate strongly the appointment of a
Royal Commission for the purpose of in-
vestigating the industry completely to see
whether it could be tightened up, whether
methods could be found to reduce the price
of coal below its present price and bring
coal within the reach of potential con-
sumers who at present are unable to use
it on account of the high cost.

I am sure that if some proper direction
had been given for the mechanisation of
the mines, those that could not be mechan-
ised would have been closed down, and the
results I advocated would have been
brought about. As a result it would have
meant a saving of at least 40s. per ton to
consumers in this State and to the Gov-
ernment, which takes 80 per cent. of the
Collie output. For that very reason the
appointment of a Royal Commission is fully
warranted. By this I do not mean a scalp-
hunting commission, but one that should
start right from the top and investigate
each mine, see the conditions operating and
provide the requisite technical advice to
the companies so that they could produce
coal more efficiently.

Instead of the companies considering
nothing but profit, the interest of this
State should be safeguarded by proper
development of the mines. I have an-
other instance of maladministration. Some
twelve months ago, at a conference pre-
sided over by the State Coal Mining Engi-
neer, Mr. Morgan, we agreed to the clos-
ing down of No. 11 section of the Propriet-
ary mine to taking men off con-
tract and putting them on a mecha-
nical unit, to give the company
an opportunity to further develop the
mine. It Is now trying to develop three
seams. Each and every one of these
has been mechanised and is a dirty seam.
We have an inspector condemning the

coal day after day. We are aware of
this. But with proper mining methods,
the dirty coal could be cleaned. The
Lime has arrived when something drastic
needs to be done at the mine. It could
be mined but not under the present con-
ditions.

That is the opinion of men who have
worked in the industry, same of them all
their lives, I know the companies do not
take kindly to the opinions of the men
working in the pit. I guarantee that
some of the men working them know more
about mining methods and development
than the executives of the companies.
In the instance I mentioned regarding the
three dirty seams, it is a positive fact
that one day's output from those three
seams was condemned completely by the
coal inspector and was never used. I
want to see that sort of thing stopped.
I want to see the industry put on a proper
footing. I want to see the people who
purchase coal get the full benefit of the
price they pay, and get the quality of
coal they require.

All those aspects should be safeguarded
by persons appointed to responsible posi-
tions to look after the coal industry
on behalf of the State. From my
point of view and from that of the men,
we can see nothing but good arising from
the appointment of a Royal Commission
to inquire Into the wark, production and
particularly the cost of the coal after
it is produced, so that the State and
those who are trying to develop second-
ary industries, will get the full benefit
of a natural mineral which is present
at Collie in any quantity. It has to be
mined properly and cleaned after it is
mined, and put into the hands of the
consumers in the condition they want
the coal.

There is no need at this stage for any
open-cut coal. Let us keep that class of
coal and its method of production for
an emergency. Let us get back to where
we were before the war when we over-
produced and, as a consequence, the pur-
chasers could demand what quality they
wanted, and to a large extent they got
it. I appeal to the Government to agree
to the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into all the ramifications
of the coalmining industry not with the
idea of putting anyone an the spot, but
simply with the object of giving the con-
sumers in the State the best possible coal
for the particular requirements of their
industries, and at the lowest possible
price at which it can be produced.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [8.241: A very
wide range of subjects has been discussed
during this debate on the Address -in-reply.
Of course, this has been the case every
year. I was particularly Interested in the
remarks of some speakers, for instance,
those of the member for Gulldfnrd-Mld-
land, about the evil effects which the rise
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in the cost of living in Australia is likely
to bring in its train. The member for
Leederville also said something on the sub-
ject. If I Interpret their remarks cor-
rectly, those two speakers stressed the
necessity for the producers of food to be
efficient and to accept the smallest pos-
sible margin of profit in order to keep the
cost of living down. None of us has any
quarrel with that view.

Mr. Nalder: Are the workers at the
Midland Junction workshops doing that?

Mr. PERKINS: It does raise a very much
greater problem. It raises the whole ques-
tion of efficiency in industry. So far as
food producers in industry are concerned,
particularly meat, wheat and fruits, they
have to maintain efficiency. If not, they
are likely to be in queer street very quickly,
because some portion of their production
has to be sold in competition with the
other countries of the world, in which lab-
our might be highly paid or coolie labour,
or whatever conditions of production may
exist there.

So it is self-evident that there is not
much of a margin for the industries I
have enumerated if they are to maintain
their export market. I am not saying that
we could not have some increased effi-
ciency. If an increase can be brought
about, obviously it Is to the advantage of
the producers as well as to Australia as a
whole, but from investigation I have been
able to make, and I think from the opinion
which most members In this Chamber
hold, the comparative lack of efficiency is
In industries other than those producing
food.

Mr. Lapham: Don't the retailers get too
much?

Mr. PERKINS: That is at separate ques-
tion. I am talking about the production
side. This is a subject which is extremely
important. I have very grave doubt as
to whether sufficient attention has been
given to it in some industries. I under-
stand that In some overseas countries,
Particularly the United States of America,
special courses are Provided at the uni-
-versities in business administration, and,
from the comments which one hears from
time to time from People who are in a
position to judge, in a comparison of the
efficiency of some of the industries over-
seas with similar ones in Australia, the
comparison is not in our favour. There-
'fore the very welfare of Australia and
the whole of our standard of living is at
stake in this question of efficiency of in-
dustry.

I have obtained the latest report of the
Tariff Board for the Year ended 30th June,
1953. There are four paragraphs in that
report which I intend to read to the House.
The whole of the report is well worth
reading, and I would advise members to
have a look at it when they have an

opportunity; it is on the files of the House.
The first portion I will read is Para-
graph 15, on page 6, as follows,.-

5. With the gradual relaxation of
import restrictions a new pressure has
arisen. There have been suggestions
that present activity in secondary in-
dustries in Australia is, due solely to the
effects of import restrictions, with ac-
companying fears that when the res-
trictions are removed there will be a
flood of importationis that will ex-
tinguish local industries. The Board
can neither confirm nor dissipate these
fears. There has been nothing in the
evidence tendered to the Board at re-
cent inquiries to support the view of
hopelessness suggested by some public
statements. On the other hand the
evidence of rising costs in Australia
does little to encourage belief in the
existence of a sound competitive posi-
tion.

Mr. Brady: You would not want to see
Japanese goods coming in with our own
people out of work, would you?

Mr. PERKINS: Apparently the member
for Guildford-Midland has no objection to
seeing our primary producers of foodstuffs
in Australia competing with Japanese
labour producing foodstuffs and selling in
markets where that Japanese labour has
actual freight advantages against Austra-
lian competitors.

Mr. Brady: You do not think the
financial institutions are exacting too much
tribute from primary producers?

The Minister for Lands: In what branch
of foodstuffs would that apply?

Mr. PERKINS: The next paragraph I
intend to read is on page 10-

42. A Point which should not be
overlooked in Australia is the fact that
factory workers generally are paid for
a 52-week Year but really only work a
47-week year. This reduction is ac-
counted for by two weeks' recreation
leave, one week of sick leave which is
extensively taken and the equivalent
of two weeks of public holidays, since
most States recognise ten paid public
holidays on working days forming
part of the five-day working week.

Mr. Moir: You do not think they should
have any? You think it is too much!

Mr. PERKINS: These are not my re-
marks,.but those of the Tariff Board. The
paragraph continues-

The Board does not suggest that the
provision of leave for recreation and
sickness is unnecessary. It does point
out, however, that the competitive
position of industry is weakened to the
extent that competing countries have
not similarly reduced hours of labour
over the whole year. The total number
of hours worked each year in Australia
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has been considerably reduced as a re-
suit Of reductions in standard working
hours and iLa the number of working
days. At present the total hours
worked annually can be as low as 1,888
in a 40-hour week spread over 47 work-
Ing weeks and one day, assuming that
the full five days' sick leave is taken.

43, The Metal Trades Employers'
Association has put forward the f ollow-
ing comparison of standard hours of
work in the United Kingdom and Aus-
tralia:

1939
1948
1953

United Australia
Kingdom

2,397 2,212
2,193 1,928
2,149 1,928

These figures were arrived at by con-
verting the nominal weekly hours of
work to an annual basis and deducting
from tirm the number of hours of paid
annual leave and public holidays. Paid
sick leave in Australia could reduce the
total by another 40 hours.

Then, paragraph 45 reads as follows:-
Added burdens are imposed on Aus-

tralian industry by the conditions
which arise from the following:-

(a) The system of paying high
penalty rates for week-end
and holiday work or for other
reasons;

(b) the unwillingness of some
unions to permit continuous
production.

Mr. Brady: That would be the Farmer's
Union?

Mr. PERKINS: The paragraph con-
tinues-

(c) the introduction and the pro-
posed extension of long ser-
vice leave:;

(d) industrial disputes and stop-
pages.

Although industries in other countires
are affected in varying degrees by these
or similar conditions there Is a limit to
the additional burdens which can be
safely carried in this country.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
hope to prove by that?

Mr. PERKINS: I am dealing with the
question that was introduced in this Cham-
ber by the member for Giuildford-Midland
-and I think the member for Leederville
had something to say about it, too-con-
cerning the necessity of keeping down the
cost of living in Australia in Order to main-
tain Australia's competitive Position. I am
reading some of the remarks of the Tariff
Board appearing in its report for last year
apropos this question.

Mr. Brady: Why do you not read some
of the banks' balance sheets at the same
time?

Hon. L. Thorn: Listen and you will
learn something!

Mr. PERtKINS: Paragraph 56, on page
12', reads as follows:-

With regard to basic iron and steel
prices, Australian manufacturers now
enjoy a cost advantage over overseas
manufacturers. This was the case at
the end of 1951-52, except for pig iron.
The relative cheapness of steel in Aus-
tralia. is now in striking contrast to
the position with other Australian basic
materials. The improvement in the
Australian pig iron price, however, still
leaves much to be desired when it is
remembered that as late as 1949 it was
only 53 per cent, of that in the United
Kingdom. At present the Australian
price is 87 per cent. of that in the
United Kingdom; this, however, is bet-
ter than the position at the end of last
year when the Australian price was 108
per cent. of the British. The favour-
able situation regarding Australian
prices for the basic forms of iron and
steel is not maintained in later stages
of manufacture such as castings and
special grades and forms of steel,

The last paragraph I wish to read is No. 74,
which appears on page 14-

From the point of view; Of Costs Of
materials and labour the competitive
position of Australian manufacturers
deteriorated still further during the
year. This is obvious from the tables
in Appendix I which show that Aus-
tralian labour costs are still increasing,
although at a reduced rate, while the
wholesale prices of most raw materials
are still much In excess of those over-
seas. The only important material
costs where Australia is at an advan-
tage relate to iron and steel. Austra-
lian shipping costs on both raw
materials and finished goods have in-
creased during the year and are now
a substantial element of the expanding
total costs.

75. High capital costs of new enter-
prises and of plant renewals have in-
creased the volume of capital require-
ments and have added to the proft per
unit of production necessary to service
that capital, whilst plant maintenance
and other costs have contributed to
higher overheads.

I do not think that any member in this
Chamber will call into question the expert
nature of the Tariff Board. If there had
been anything wrong with it, I take it that
when the Labour Party was in office, it
would have taken some steps to deal with
the situation. I think we may take it for
granted that there is no properly-consti-
tuted body within Australia that is in a
better position at present to express a con-
sidered opinion on this subject than the
Tariff Board. I suggest to members that
if they read the reports of the board, those
reports will give them a. great deal of food



[ASSEMBLY.]

for thought, and I am sure they will con-
Vince both the member for Guildiord-Mid-
land and the member for Leederville that
this question of the rising cost of living
goes far deeper than any question of the
price of some particular foodstuff.

Apparently the present State Govern-
ment has rather a touching faith in its
ability to, handle the situation by price
control. We have had a statement in the
Governor's Speech, which expresses the
considered views of the Government, stat-
ing that a price-control measure is to be
introduced. I suggest that if the Govern-
ment has any hope that price-control
measures will deal with the situation, it is
only chasing shadows, and it would be very
much better to get down to some of these
more fundamental points.

I am not suggesting that trade unions
or the labouring part of industry only are
concerned. I consider that the employers
also have a responsibility. But I think
that members must realise it is to the ad-
vantage of both employers and employees
to see that efficiency in industry is main-
tained; and it often amazes me that the
trade unions, and those men who appear
to be the leaders of the Labour movement
are not giving more thought to the serious
nature of this particular question.

Mr. Brady: Do you know that the baskc
wage and margins are already pegged and
men are not getting Justice?

Mr. PERKINS: I believe that is only one
phase.

Mr. Brady: The farmer expects his full
costs.

Mr. PERKINS: The hon. member is still
twitting the primary producer.

Mr. Brady: I said that he expects his
f ull costs.

Mr. PERKINS: I have already indicated
that I do not believe that the primary pro-
ducers are 100 per cent. efficient; there is
still room for increased efficiency. But
they compare very favourably with those
engaged in secondary industries. At least
they are able to compete with their most
efficient competitors throughout the world
and against all sorts of cheap and coolie
labour, and to compete very successfully
in many industries.

The Minister for Lands: That is not a
very sound argument.

Mr. PERKINS: To show some of the
drawbacks operating against the primary
Industries, and to prove even further my
point that they are not doing so badly, I
will quote to the House some of the items
in the tariff schedule I obtained from the
Customs Department in the last couple of
days. These figures are taken from the
latest tariff schedules and were given to
me by the department in William-st., so
I think members can take it that they are
correct. I gather that these duties are not
imposed unless there is a necessity for

that measure of protection for these par-
ticular industries, because if members will
read the Tariff Board's reports, they will
find that exhaustive inquiries have been
made into a great many manufacturing
industries to see whether they need these
high protective duties. Here are some of
the rates of duty-

British
I en Prelerentual

Tariff~l
per cent.

30
21

271
271
174
27122f
271

274

Refrigerators
Tractor Wheels
Radiators, toasters

and kettles
Wireless parts
Spark plugs
Dry cells
H and tools
Rabbit traps .

Motor car bodies
Springs & Shock ab-

sorbers

Most
Favoured

per cent.
471

451
45

50

35

Ceneral

per cent.
65
474

so

50

471471

524

45 524

These 'figures cover a fair cross section of
commodities, some of which are domestic
requirements and others arc basic costs
In industry. Hand tools, for Instance, are
a basic cost in practically every industry
in Australia. So many cars are being im-
ported Into the country with the bodies
as an integral part that the duty on motor-
car bodies applies to an increasing pro-
portion.

It must cause some concern to any
person who considers the future of Aus-
tralian industry to know that it Is neces-
sary to give such high rates of protection
to industries which have, In many cases,
been established here for many years. So
I think that the member for Guildford-
Midland, and other members of this
Chamber who have been worrying about
the rising cost of living are certainly
moving along the right lines, but I do
think it is necessary to probe the question
a little bit deeper than many members who
have spoken on this subject appear to have
done.

Getting back to the question of food
prices, some years ago I was chairman of
a select committee appointed by this
Chamber to inquire into meat prices, and
the committee recommended the decontrol
of meat at that time. It has since been
suggested to me by various members sit-
ting on the other side of the House that 1,
in particular, and some other people, led
them up the garden path in getting them
to agree to the recommendation for the
decontrol of meat. I think you will agree,
Mr. Speaker, that there must have been
some serious reasons indeed for that select
committee to have recommended the de-
control of meat prices when I remind you
that two of the members of the committee
were the present Minister for Labour and
the present Minister for Railways.

These particular members may think
that they made a mistake, but I feel cer-
tain that if what is stated to be the present
high cost of meat to the public is one of
the reasons why the Government contem-
plates bringing down new price-control
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legislation, then nobody is likely to be any
better served by this new legislation than
they were by the old. I suggest that before
the Government brings down any such
legislation it should have a look at some
of the evidence tendered to that select
committee and also to some of the remarks
made by some of the members of it.

I do not think any member could read
that evidence without realising how futile
Price control was as it operated at that
time. It has been suggested to me that
the price-control organisation was not
efficient then. That must be a matter of
opinion, but in my judgment no matter
what price-control organisation was set
up today, it still would not have a much
greater measure of success than the earlier
set-up had. My reason for saying that Is
that whenever there is a severe gap be-
tween supply and demand, price control
is not an effective way of bridging it. The
only real method of bridging it is to in-
crease the supply.

Mr. Brady: Is the retail butcher entitled
to 125 per cent, more than the whole-
saler is charging?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know that he
is getting that.

Mr. Brady: He is charged Is. lid. a lb.
and is selling at 4s. 6d.

Mr. PERKINS: If that is the case, the
way is open for the consumers to rectify
the position themselves; particularly in
view of the new set-up at Midland Junc-
tion.

Mr. Brady: It is easier said than done.
Mr. PERKINS: There is no reason why

the retailer should not buy his supplies on
the hoof in the yards at Midland Junction
and have the stock killed at the abattoirs
there, and then have the meat delivered
into his shop. The other question is
whether there is too great a margin be-
tween the cost of stock on the hoof and the
price of meat available to the housewife in
the butcher's shop. I do not know whether
members opposite are going to say that
the killing charges are too high, but if
so it is a rather severe criticism of their
Minister for Agriculture who as been re-
sponsible for establishing this new-set up.
If they think that those charges are too
high, they had better have some discus-
sion with the Minister. I notice he is
not coming forward with any interjections
which would suggest that any improve-
ments could be made in that direction.

The Minister for Lands: In what direc-
tion?

Mr. PERKINS: In the matter of the
killing charges at Midland Junction.

The Minister for Lands: You do not
have to worry about them.

Mr. PERKINS: We have the assurance
of the Minister tbhtt the killing chfarges
at Midland Junction are all right.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
that, but that they will be.

Mr. Nalder: They have been consider-
ably increased.

Mr. PERKINS: If there is anything
wrong about the arrangement, the present
Government is responsible for it and had
better get busy and do something about the
Position. The next point is whether the
retailers are making too big a profit. I
know that one of the planks of the Labour
Party is the promotion of co-operative
enterprise; and I know that the member
for Guildford-Midland, in Particular, is
extremely interested in the co-operative
movement. If he thinks that there is such
an exorbitant margin between the price
of stock on the hoof at Midland Junction
and the cost of the meat made available in
the shops to the housewife, then this is a
golden opportunity for the Labour Party,
or the trade unions, to organise the con-
sumers into some sort of a co-operative
undertaking in order to test whether or
not these charges are too high. If the
margin is there, one would think that a
co-operative store to handle meat would
be a wonderful success.

The Minister for Lands: Would it get
the support of your party?

Mr. PERKINS: It would get my support.
Mr. Brady: The Arbitration Court does

not allow enough money for capital in-
vestments today. You should know that.

Mr. PERKINS: That is a peculiar argu-
ment. I do not know where the member
for Guildford-Midland is getting now. On
the one hand he suggests the margin is too
great, and then he says the Arbitration
Court does not allow a big enough margin
for the capital costs of these retail enter-
prises.

Mr. Brady: How much do you think it
costs to stort a butcher's shop?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know and I
would not like to make a guess at it, but
I would think that with £3,000 Capital the
member for Guildford-Midland could cer-
tainly start on quite a reasonable scale.

The Premier: That would hardly pay
for the chopping block.

Mr. PERKINS: If there is that margin,
there should be a strong incentive for the
consumers to put some money by in order
to start a co-operative storet I believe
that is the way to test the Position rather
than to be continually harping on the un-
reasonable profits which the butchers are
making. It might easily be found, when
the Position is tested, that the profits the
butchers are making are not nearly so un-
reasonable after all. I do not know
whether they are reasonable or unreason-
able because I have not any concrete in-
formation to test the position.

When price control operated Previously,
about all that the Prices Branch did was
to legalise increases that would have taken
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place anyhow. I am very doubtful whether
price control ever has very much ultimate
effect on the price of a particular com-
modity.

Mr. Nalder: What about the black
market?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know much
about that aspect. I want to say something
about the basic question of meat supply.
In nearly every other country of the world,
with the possible exception of the Argen-
tine and New Zealand, meat prices are
much higher, comparatively, than those
of other commodities. The reason is that
in most countries, during a considerable
portion of the year, stall feeding of stock
is necessary in order to produce fats;
and ih many cases even to carry store
stock through. But in Australia, during
the flush season, stock can be marketed off
ordinary pastures; and that is the period
when stock is produced for the export mar-
ket. During that period of the year, the
meat consumers of Australia get their
meat at export parity, which is the price
the overseas consumer would pay less
freight costs and all other costs in getting
the meat to that overseas market.

So the Australian consumer is consider-
ably better off financially than consumers
of meat in most other countries. During
other times when special feeding is neces-
sary in order to produce fat stock, it is
only natural that the producers must be
given some price inducement to market
their fat stock then; and that is the reason
why meat prices vary between those apply-
ing in the flush period of the year and
those that operate in the more difficult
supply periods. Of course, the Prices
Branch always recognised that particular
fact.

.Western Australia Is in a rather pecu-
liar Position as compared with the other
States because of the comparatively short
growing period, the long summer and the
Period in winter which elapses before good
pastures are again available. That period
is greater in Western Australia than it
is in the other States. The difficulty in
the supply of suitable meat in Western
Australia. compared with the conditions in
the other States, is also accentuated by the
fact that in those States, particularly New
South Wales and Victoria, they have big
areas of irrigated country where f at stock
can be produced almost as cheaply as they
can be from natural pastures.

Of course, that has the effect of main-
taining a big supply of fat stock-some-
thing more than is necessary to meet the
domestic consumption in those States-
for a longer period of the year tlian applies
in Western Australia. Therefore in this
State it Is necessary to allow for that fact
in considering the period of the year in
which the public has to pay a. higher price
for meat in order to induce the Producers
to cater particularly for the difficult sup-
ply period. The alternative Is for the

wholesale butchers, or any other interested
party, to put meat into cold storage dur-
ing the flush supply period and use it dur-
ing the time of short supply. That, of
course, is done to a greater or lesser extent.

If the Government Intends to bring down
legislation to re-establ~h price control and
monkey round with meat prices, I would
suggest that it carefully considers the posi-
tion, because it could easily cause many of
the producers-who at the present time, be-
cause of the price inducement offered,
are prepared to feed stock especially for
the difficult supply period-to turn to other
lines of production. At present, the pro-
duction of wool, from a financial point
of view, is most attractive and we cannot
expect people to produce something,
especially at an added cost, if they have
alternative lines of Production. Members
Opposite would not suggest that any trade
unionist should work for one employer
while at the same time some other em-
ployer was prepared to offer him an in-
crease of £1. a week, It is only natural
that the same thing applies to other sec-
tions of industry.

The Minister for Lands: You agree that
the people must be fed.

Mr. PERKINS:, Of course I do! But I
counsel the Minister to use some reason
in deciding what is a fair return to pro-
ducers. Because of a reference to price-
control in the Governor's Speech I am
rather fearful that the Government intends
to re-institute the price control of meat.
It Is a touchy subject and the result could
easily be an insufficient supply of meat
in Western Australia to feed our own
population. In that case the State might
be forced to import meat from other parts
of the Commonwealth and that, In turn,
would mean that the consumers would
pay a higher price for their meat than
they are required to do at present. They
would be paying the cost of the meat in
the other States plus the high charges In-
curred in importing a perishable com-
modity.

I thought it necessary to discuss that
particular question at-some length because
1 regard it as most important and I sin-
cerely hope that it will not be necessary,
at some later stage of this session, or dur-
Ing next session, to discuss the same sub-
ject while speaking to the second read-
ing of a Bill which the Government might
bring down. I would remind the Govern-
ment that it is a dangerous subject.

Next I wish to discuss a question that
is of an entirely different nature. I
have been reading the Auditor General's
report, which is always an interesting
document. Some parts, of course, are
naturally more interesting than others, ac-
cording to a person's tastes; but the par-
ticular subject which struck my eye on
this occasion was the charcoal Iron works
at Wundowle. This is a matter in which
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I have always been interested and I can
remember when the Present Premier-he
was Minister for Industrial Development
at the time-introduced the Bill which
authorised the Government of the day to
establish this industry.

We were sitting in Opposition at the
time and although I was only a new mem-
ber of this House, I took the adjournment
of the debate. The then Minister was ex-
tremely helpful and gave mec access to all
the data which the department had at
the time, and it was most interesting to
follow the various reports which the Gov-
ernment had obtained before introducing
the measure. Many of the present mem-
bers were not here in those days and have
no recollection of what took place. In
order to acquaint them of the position I
will read some short extracts from
"Hansard" and I shall then quote from
the Auditor General's report.

At p. 42'7 of "Hansard" volume No. 1
of 1943, the then Minister for Industrial
Development-the present Premier-intro-
duced a measure entitled "Wood Distilla-
tion and Charcoal Iron and Steel Industry
Bill." During his early remarks the Minister
paid a tribute to the Broken Hill Pty. Co.
Ltd. for the great help it had given the
Government in preparing reports and
working details of the industry. This may
seem rather strange to some members op-
posite because they are accustomed to
hearing nothing but abuse of B.H.P. Yet
a company of that nature was quite pre-
pared to help the State Government to
establish a secondary industry which
would operate in opposition to it.

Mr. Andrew: I have not criticised the
B.H.P.

Mr. PERKINS: I am very glad to hear
it. But some of the people who belong to
the same party as does the member for
Victoria Park do not hold the same views.
At page 432 of the same volume of
"Hansard" the then Minister for Indus-
trial Development said-

Estimated capital cost. Working
drawings of the layout of works and
details of the blast furnace, acces-
sories and charcoal retorts are suf-
ficiently advanced to enable construc-
tion to be commenced at once. From
these drawings, the cost of the blast
furnace and accessories, including
charcoal retorts, condensers and stor-
age tanks, is estimated at £95,000.
In addition to this a refinery to purify
the products of wood distillation is
estimated to cost £30,000 making in
all a total of £125,000. The cost of
£35,000 has not been taken out in de-
tail, but it is estimated from the costs
of modem American refineries, De-
tails of such plants were not available
when. this report wa-s drawn up. but
they have since come to hand.

Economics. In the study of the
economics of the project it has been
thought desirable to compare cost of
production with normal market prices
in pre-war years bearing in mind that
early establishment would give an
initial advantage of prices which are
greatly inflated by war demands. In
the case of cast iron, however, it is
thought that the present price will
be maintained for many years, and
this has been accepted as the ruling
price. The estimated annual income
is £101,230, made up as follows:-

£
Pig iron, 10,000 tons at

£6 17s. 6d. per ton ..
Acetic acid. 480 tons at

£56 per ton... ..
Wood naphtha, 112,000

gallons at Is. per gallon

68,750

26,880

5,600

My remarks, in the speech that I made
when following the Minister, appear at
page 570 of the same volume of "Hansard,"
and they are as follows:-

The committee set up to do the
Preliminary work consisted of the
Under Treasurer, the Government
Analyst, the State Mining Engineer,
and the Director of Industrial Devel-
opment. Its report is also compre-
hensive and it apparently submitted
detailed reports to the Broken Hill
PtY. Ltd. The report of that corm-
panY',s officer, Mr. Young, is a most
comprehensive and instructive one.

One cannot but be struck by the
very helpful attitude adopted by the
company, and the tribute which the
Minister In his second reading speech
paid to it Is apparently well deserved.
Some Puzzling questions arise in my
mind. Over the years, and in the
few weeks immediately preceding the
21st August last-

That was an election day, by the way.
Continuing-

-particularly, I have heard a good
deal of the iniquities of big business.
We have been told that in politics big
business is the villain of the piece,
and some of the most critical opinions
have come from members of this
Parliament sitting with the Minister
for Industrial Development on the
Government side of the House. I can-
not say that I am very conversant
with such matters, but from what I
can gather the Broken Hill Ply. Ltd.,
together with its subsidiary com-
panies, controls the major part of
the heavy industry in Australia as
well as other important industries.
In other words, it is big business
spelt with a capital B. Yet this com-
pany has placed its best technical ad-
vice at the disposal of a Labour Gov-
ernment which aims to set up an
iron Industry to compete directly with
the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.
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Our Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment, is not the sort of man who
falls for the first confidence trickster
to Place his wares before him. I can-
not believe that he would put before
this House a project that had so
little hope of success that the Broken
Hill Pty. Ltd. would consider giving
it every possible assistance, without
fearing that that industry would ever
become a danger to it. I prefer to take
the Minister's words at their face value
and accept the implication that the
Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. has been actuated
by the very highest motives, and that
its assistance has been given with a
sincere desire to promote the industrial
development of Western Australia,
even though that entails some new
competition for itself. We can, there-
fore, only assume that some of this
information, which colleagues of the
Minister for Industrial Development
in the Labour Party have given to the
people, in connection with the selfish
parochial and narrow outlook and
policy of big business interests, is only
partly true and that much of it is
cooked up for political purposes.

So much for the introduction of the Bill
to the House. I now propose to quote some
details from the sixty-third report of the
Auditor General for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1953. 1 think a copy
of this report will be found on all mem-
bers' desks.

Mon. J. B. Sleeman: There are some good
ones in the 1952 report.

Mr. PERKINS: At page 44 of Section "B"
of that report, there will be found the
Auditor General's comments on wood dis-
tillation and the charcoal-iron and steel
industry at Wundowie. Members will re-
call the previous figures I quoted f row
"Hansard." The estimate by the Minister
for Industrial Development at that time of
the pig iron production was 10.000 tons at
£5 17s. 66. a ton, making a total of £68,750;
acetic acid, 480 tons at £55 per ton, a total
of £26,880 and wood naphtha, 112,000 gal-
lons. at ls. per gallon, a total of £5,600, for
a capital cost of the works established of
£125,000. plus £25,000 working capital,
making a total capital loss of £150,000.

What is the result as detailed by the
Auditor General? At the bottom of page
44, he says-

Funds provided by the Treasurer.
£1,249,501.

He then sets out various other capital items
used by the Government, including the
interest of loan fund moneys charged in
accounts such as sundry creditors, pro-
vision for holiday and sick pay, superan-
nuation and so forth. That brings the total
capital cost to £1,599,679. Further down
will be found the expenditure on fixed
assets, which was £842,251, less deprecia-
tion and provision for blast furnace relin-
ing, amounting to £178,207, giving the total

net figure of £864,044. The various other
capital expenses which have been capital-
ised are also set out, such as research and
experiment, interest during construction
and so on. Members can read the figures
for themselves on page 45 of the Auditor
General's report. On that page they will
find the figure of £465,285, which is the
total deficiency at the 30th June, 1953.

Mr. Lapham: Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd.
was not actuated by the highest motives
there.

Mr. PERKINS: Is the hon. member going
to suggest that the Broken Hill Pty. Co.
Ltd. led the present Premier up the garden-
path? I do not think it did. I believe that
the reports prepared by that company were
perfectly sound. However, those reports
have this difference. They were prepared
on the basis of how the B... would
establish the works and how it would run
them, and not how the project was estab-
lished, and how it has been run to date.
That is the difference. I have no doubt
that the reports prepared by the officers
of E.H.P. were perfectly honest and good
reports and would stand investigation at
the present time.

I propose to read one or two further
items from the Auditor General's report.
At page 46, under the subheading of
"Funds Provided by the Treasurer." he
says-

With the exception of a grant of
£30,000 made by the Commonwealth
Government in 1945, income derived
from the business, and the loss
(£33,084) recouped from the Revenue
Fund in 1952-53, all moneys necessary
for carrying on the Industry have been
provided from General Loan Fund.

That is loan money. The report con-
tinues-

Further loan fund drawings during
1952-53 (including plant transfers of
£16,737 3s. 2d.) amounted to
£88,238 4s. 6d. Allowing for the varia-
tion in the balance in the Treasury
banking account a net of £109,182 l0s.
8d. was expended during the year
of which £57,059 19s. 26. was on
fixed assets, £4,793 14s. 9d. on re-
search and experiment and the re-
mainder. £47,328 16s. 96. on cost of
operation.

Interest charges were raised at 4
per cent. on Loan Fund drawings. Sec-
tion 20 of the Act provides that such
amounts of interest and sinking fund
as shall be fixed by the Treasurer,
shall be debited in the Industries Ac-
count at the Treasury. This has not
been done.

That is the comment of the Auditor Gen-
eral. To continue-

Depreciation aharged,-In accord-
ance with the provision conxtained in
Section 25 of the Act, this, in previous
years was determined on certified
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schedules of assets, showing costs,
lives and residual values. In 1951-52
the estimated life of the .jnain sections
of the plant was increased by the
Management from the original 20 years
to 25 years. and the depreciation
charged for the year was assessed on
the extended term. No adjustment
was made to the depreciation assessed
in previous years and charged in the
accounts. The assessed lives for Staff
Buildings, Town Assets and the Mill
were also similarly extended for con-
siderable periods.

It was again noticed during the
audit examination that the total cost
of replacing defective, worn out or
corroded equipment in the Refinery
had been charged to Plant and Build-
ings Asset Account and no allowance
had been made for the remaining book
value of the items replaced. The asset
figures are thus overstated.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The member for
Fremantle will have something to say
about this.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is nearly as bad
as the other.

Mr. PERKINS: To continue with the
report on page 47-

Refinery products on hand at the
works at 30th June, 1953, were valued
at approximately 25 per cent below
selling prices and those on consign-
ment at slightly lower than selling
prices. Iron was valued at the cost
price delivered and timber at slightly
above the cost price delivered .
Materials and process were valued at
the average cost for the year as ex-
tracted from the costs ledger.

That is all right. But it continues-
The values shown in the accounts

for unsold finished products on hand
at Wundowie increased from
£106,344 10s. 8d. at 30th June, 1952, to
£192.337 10s. 3d. at 30th June. 1953.
the major increases being in pig Iron,
£65,948 2s. 6d. and sawn timber,
P15,381 i~s. lid. Of a total revenue
credited in the manufacturing and
trading account for the year for pig
iron, viz., £234,655, unsold stocks repre-
sented £120,066.

Mr. k3ohnson: There is nothing ab-
normal about that.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: A good asset.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Is it a good asset?

The Minister for Lands: You have un-
sold stocks of wheat.

Mr. PERKINS: I asked some questions
about the present figures of unsold stocks.
According to replies given to me by the
Minister for Industrial Development, the
latest figures for pig iron are 6,641 tons,

an increase of 3.634 tons for the year. Ac-
cordingly it is perfectly clear that there
is a considerable stock of unsold-

The Minister for Lands: Wheat!

Mr. PERKINS: -manufacturing goods
building up at the refinery, and it is quite
evident from some of the replies given to
the member for Stirling, also by the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development, that the
works will find considerable difficulty in
selling their products which they have on
band at the figures at which they are in-
cluded in their books.

Mr. Andrews: It is very little.

Mr. PERKINS: If it is so little, I would
ask why there has been such a considerable
increase over last year.

Mr. Johnson: Is not the wheat industry
in the same trouble?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber's time has expired.

On motion by Mr. Andrew. debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.26 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

CRIPPLED CHILDREN'S SOCIETY.
As to Allocation of Land.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) Has any progress been made in re-
aloaing land to the r.ippled Children's
Society?
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